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it’sallgood . . .

Spring is finally here, and for everyone except our friends in
Hawaii and the Caribbean, it has been a long and difficult
winter.  But here we are again, getting geared up for anoth-

er active sailing season. I look forward to burning off all my ag-
gression from weekends stuck in the house or shoveling snow.

The events that were held early in the season went off without
a hitch. We would like to thank Rick Buchannan for hosting the Midwinters West in
San Felipe, Caleb Williford for an outstanding Midwinters East event in Pascagoula,
Mississippi and Brian Gleason for hosting the Hobie 16s at the 1st Annual Charlotte
Harbor Regatta near Punta Gorda, Florida.  These early season events are very
important to the mental well being of the Hobie sailor like myself who lives in the
north, as they provide us with motivation and a way to survive the cold winter.  Even
if you can’t participate in person, it is wonderful to read about it, see pictures and
dream. It is the next best thing to being there!

Our southern divisions are home to two of our North American Championship
events this year.   The Hobie Wave/14/17/18 “Mississippi Mini-Mega” will be held at
the incredible Ocean Springs Yacht Club June 3-11th.  The yacht club is a perfect site
for this event. Who could pass up a menu including  alligator, shrimp and jambalaya?
I really only go to the NACs to eat anyway.

The 16/20 event will be hosted by the prestigious Ft. Walton Beach Yacht Club,
organized by Michael and Denise McNeir (H20 sailors). The Ramada resort is a
primary location for the event. It will really be a week to remember, promising warm
temperatures for both the air and water.  Oct 12-15  is the date to remember. Spend
time practicing as this NAC is sure to attract an unusually large number of boats, with
the best sailors competing.

So as you bring your boat out of storage and prepare for the upcoming summer
months, I hope you will  put these events on your calendar. I look forward to seeing
you out on the water.

Have a great spring,

Chris Wessels, HCA Chair
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World Championships www.hobieworlds.com

Hobie 16  Masters/Grand M.  Aug 16–19                Weihai,Shandong, CHINA

Hobie 16  Women/Youth          Aug 20–22                Weihai,Shandong, CHINA

Hobie 16  Open Qualifier         Aug 23–25                Weihai,Shandong, CHINA

Hobie 16  Open                               Aug 26–30              Weihai,Shandong, CHINA

North American Championships www.hca-na.org

Hobie 14 / Wave                       June 4–6                         Ocean Springs, MS

Hobie 17 / 18                            June 7–11    Ocean Springs, MS

Hobie 16 / Wave Youths     August  2–6 Lake Arrowhead, CA

Hobie 16 / 20                        October 10–15  Ft. Walton Beach, FL

Area Championships
Northwest Areas                         July 31– Aug 1                Lk. Quinault, WA

Northeast Areas                           August 7–8                     Rochester, NY

North-Central Areas               September 4–5                           Lk. McConaughy, NE

South-Central Areas               September 4–5                              Lewisville Lake, TX

Women’s Events
Women’s West                                July  17–18                    San Diego, CA

Women on the Water                 July 24–25                                            Vancouver, BC

Women’s East                              July  31–Aug 1             Verona Beach, NY

Shegatta                                          October 2–3                             Lake Ray Roberts, TX

2010            regattaschedule

Division 1—Hawai’i
Contact: Dan Williams – 808•235•3507, Rollerskate-hi@clearwire.net

Round The Buoys, Hobie 20s only; the second Sunday of each
month, Kaneohe Bay, Oahu

Division 2—Southern CA / AZ / NV
www.hobiedivision2.com

HCA Division Regattas (shaded events are non-points, reverse are Area Champs, Boxed are YC OD points or F18)

Division 3—Northern CA
www.div3.hobieclass.com

Division 4—Pacific Northwest
www.div4.hobieclass.com

POINTS RESULTS GO TO:
HOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YAHOOAHOOAHOOAHOOAHOO.COM.COM.COM.COM.COM
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TED LINDLEY

Division 5—Mountain States
www.division-5.ning.com

Division 6—South Texas, Louisiana
Contact: Chris Green – 281•352•1325, greencj@bp.com
No schedule at press time.

Division 7—Prairie States
www.hobied7.ning.com

Division 8—South Florida
Contact: Arie van Duijn – 239•770•7248, ariejacqpt@comcast.net

Division 9—South Atlantic
Division 9 needs a contact!

Division 10—Great Lakes
Contact:  Gail Stiemsma – 269•760•2666,  gtinker@flowserve.com

Division 11—Mid-Atlantic
www.div11.hobieclass.com

Division 12—New England
Contact: Dave Heroux – 401•647•3203, davebarbara448@msn.com

Division 13—Mexico/Caribbean/Central America
Contact: Pedro Colon – 787•744•3246, kcrio@caribe.net

Criteria for Schedule Inclusion
•    HCA Sanctioned Events
•    Alter Cup Qualifiers
•    Youth Catamaran Events of any kind
•   Women's Catamaran Events of any kind
•    Major F18 Championships
•    Major regattas that run Hobie One-Design starts (using IHCA Rules), but
     may have other brands of catamarans in attendance. No strictly "open"
      events (classes determined by Portsmouth numbers).
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Division 14—N. TX, OK, AR, S. KS
Contact: Tom Page –918•232•2598, Tom.Page@hilti.com

Division 15—FL Panhandle, MS, AL
Contact: Brad Stephens – 850•235•2281, brad@sunjammers.com

Division 16—Upstate NY, Ontario
www.nahca-div16.org

2010             regattaschedule (continued)
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justinoffthewire
News and Notes

Mississippi Mini-Mega
Postponed

Due to the recent oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico, The Mini Mega
scheduled for early June has been
postponed.  The revised dates,
approved by the HCA Board , will
be June 10–17, 2011. The event
will be the same format with the
same classes and will take place at
the Ocean Springs Yacht Club in
Mississippi.

Those people that have prepaid,
can apply for a refund or have it
carry to the '11 Mini Mega
(preferable) Please contact Chris
Wessels xanderwess@yahoo.com for
refund information.

The HCA-NA is working on
contingency plans for NACs for
the various classes associated with
this event and will be announced
once finalized.

The Hobie 16 / 20 North
Americans are scheduled for
October in roughly the same
region. The HCA-NA is evaluat-
ing the situation and will make a
decision on that event in a few
weeks.

Another Artifact from the
Vault
from Rob Barnes, Bartlett Illinois

I just finished reading the
November/December ’09 Hotline.
An excellent publication, as usual.
In the Hobie History feature, you
showed the picutes of the Hobie
skateboards next to a picture of
Hobie belt buckles, and asked if
anyone still had a belt buckle. Well,
I don’t have a belt buckle, but I still
have my 1977 Hobie Hustler
skateboard! (I believe it is the board
on the far right of the picture.) It
was a present from a fellow Hobie
sailor and friend. I kept it through-
out the years, but almost lost it. I
had given it to my brother-in-law
about 20 years ago, when he went
to college. A few years later, I
found it in a garbage can at my in-
laws house. Luckily, I was able to
grab it out and keep it. I still ride it
every once in a while, even at the
age of 47. A photo is attached.

Thanks for brightening up the
winter here in snowy Illinois!

IHCA Approves Wave
Rudder Proposal

Wave racers know that the stock
rudders are OK, but stiffer rudders
like the new EPOs are much better
for racing. Ambiguity in the class
rules and design changes by Hobie
Cat made it unclear whether
replacing original rudders with a
higher performance rudder was
class legal or not.

The HCA-NA put forth a
proposal to clear up this ambiguity
and the IHCA has approved the
Hobie Wave rule change:

1.1 Rudder blades* and rudder
assemblies** shall be stock as
supplied by the HOBIE CAT CO.
Only Hobie Cat Company supplied
after market rudders* are allowed
to replace stock rudders.

* Defined as Hobie Wave and Hobie 16
rudder blades.

** Defined as the original Hobie Wave
system and the Hobie Wave EZ
Loc system.

NOTE: As of the time of this writing
(February 2010) only aftermarket
rudders are available that fit the old
style rudder castings.

Download the new rule book
and see all the changes at
www.hobieclass.com/rules

Big Bear Cancelled
The Big Bear Lake Regatta has been a staple of the Division 2 regatta

circuit for many years. The regatta has been cancelled this year due to high
permit fees - $135 per boat.

Hobie Cat regattas are a low-impact, green use of natural resources.
Park managers may have incorrect perceptions of just what a Hobie Cat
regattas are. They may envision hundreds of boats and sailors running
rampant - which would have been correct 25 years ago.

Don’t take your water access for granted! Maintain a good relationship
with the permitting authority. Make sure they know what an asset a
Hobie regatta can be.
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13, 23 & 33 Years Ago
hobiehistory

1977

 Probably the
most recognized
photo of a Hobie Cat
(by Jake Grubb)
graced the cover of
the Mar/Apr 1977
Hot Line.

 A simple cartoon about the “genesis moment” of the Hobie Cat,
rendered by Bill Baldwin, appears in the Hot Line.  Who is this Bill
Baldwin guy?

 The original Arriba sticks were brown and much thinner than the
current versions.  They were a lot less expensive, too!

 In the days before adjustable tiller
crossbars and spring loaded connectors, the
only way to adjust your rudder alignment
was with a hacksaw and a rivet gun.  This
was one aftermarket solution to the problem.

 Making the movie “A Moment’s Glory” at the first 16 Worlds in
Hawai’i was a highlight in the Hot Line. Check out the 70s hair, sailing
gear and lack of mast rake.
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1997

1987
 Ten years later, and Bill Baldwin has a
regular “corner” in the HOTLINE.  In case
you didn’t know - Bill is the current Hobie
Cat Company CFO.

 In 1987 the KISME TLC was the best tiller
connection system - if you stuffed a big rubber
washer in it.  In less than five years, all prior
systems were obsoleted by the Hobie 20 system,
standard on most Hobies since then.

 Sailing Systems
introduces the All
Purpose Tool with
the one purpose no
other tool had - a
slick way to reset
tripped rudder cams.  Hobie Cat

diversified into
Alpha sailboards in
the late 80s. The
HOTLINE covered
both sailboat and
sailboard racing
scenes.

 A junior program with Optis, a Getaway and a
Wave? Kids get a taste of speed at the Club Los Sauces,
Lago Amatitian, Guatemala. One of our favorite people, Lori Mohney

(former HCA-NA Event Coordinator)  was just
getting started in her new position. Now
retired, Lori’s been travelling the world with
her husband Jerry.

 Another three of our favorite people,
Mimi Appel with her daughters Marie and
Katie. Mimi’s racing a Wave of late and Marie
is on the Harvard Women’s Sailing Team!



12 MAR / APR 2010

feature

Pylon Repairs/ Frame Gluing
By Dan Williams

Lots of old Hobie 16s are looking for a new
lease on life. Some of these old boats can be
had for less than a tenth the cost of a new

boat, making them attractive donations for junior and
youth sailing programs. However, before letting the
kids go play, the boat needs to be thoroughly inspect-
ed, repaired and tuned up. Other than the obvious fi-
berglass repairs, which we’ve covered in previous This

Old Hobie columns, the most common problem with
old Hobie 16s and 14s is wear and slop in the trampo-
line frame. Over the years, salt water and galvanic cor-
rosion can seriously weaken the pylons and loosen the
framing members. If you can lift one bow a foot before
the other bow starts to move, it needs work. A stiff
boat is much more responsive to the wind and steering
inputs. In other words – it’s more fun to sail! In this
column, we’ll cover how to make repairs to the hull
pylons and gluing the boat together to make it stiff.

Remove the trampoline frame from the hulls,
remove the foam plugs from the pylons and inspect the
pylons thoroughly. Typical problems include wallowed
out bolt holes, cracks and worn down walls on the
extrusion (11111 and 22222).  You’ll need to remove all the
dirt and corrosion before repairing. Use a wire wheel in
a drill or angle grinder to clean the inside and outside
of the pylons. Use coarse sandpaper to get those areas
where the wire wheel won’t reach. Use a Dremel tool
to “V” out the cracks to give the repair something to
grip. Vacuum up the dust and wipe with a solvent
(acetone or MEK) to remove any grease or remaining
dust. Do this in a well-ventilated area and allow to dry
thoroughly before proceeding.

The pylons on this boat were in bad shape – the
wallowed out bolt holes and cracks called for reinforc-
ing. The best reinforcing plates can be cut from old
masts (stubs left over from Comptip conversions) or
pylons from a junked boat (33333). They’re already curved
and will fit well. If those aren’t available, then use 1/8"
aluminum plate from the hardware store. We popped
in some 1/8" stainless steel rivets into the new pieces
below where the corner casting sits to hold them in
place (99999). This also helped keep the new pieces in
place while brazing. Clamp the outer end to get good
contact for brazing (44444).

Aluminum can be brazed with HTS-2000 brazing
rods (available from www.AluminumRepair.com) and a
Mapp gas torch, available from your local hardware
store (55555). Follow the instructions, especially the part
about tinning with the wire brush. Use wet rags to
keep the fiberglass hull from heating up and burning
or cracking (66666). Keep the pylons horizontal to
prevent the molten brazing from running out. On this
boat, we did repairs on each side of each pylon - that’s

Tools: heavy file, wire wheel, clamps, HTS-2000 sticks, Mapp gas torch
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bmbmbmbmbm

bnbnbnbnbn66666

bobobobobo

a total of eight new pieces that had
to be soldered in. While each new
piece was cooling, we would move
on to another pylon so to keep the
pylons from becoming too hot for
the hulls. We also filled the old bolt
holes and cracks to solidify the new
pylon (77777).

Once the pylon structure repairs
are completed, you can replace the
foam plugs inside them, or use an
expanding spray urethane foam
(Great Stuff ) to fill the pylons.
Don’t forget about the vent tube in
the front pylons! On our boat, the
top of the pylons were almost
crushed inward, so after the foam
cured, we cut out the top ¾" of
foam to fill with mill fiber thick-
ened epoxy (88888). Photo 99999 shows
the finished pylon repair with all
the repairs ground smooth.

Gluing the frame together
sounds like a drastic, irreversible
act, and in some respects – it is.
However, on an old boat, the
benefits far outweigh the hassle of
taking the boat apart later.

Remove the castings from the
crossbars by drilling just the heads of
the rivets off with a sharp ¼"  drill.
Knock the tails in with a 3/16" punch
or a Phillips head screwdriver. On
the front castings, you’ll need to
completely remove the dolphin
striker nuts. Inspect the castings for
any cracks or defects.

Assuming the castings are all
good  (replace any cracked ones),
thoroughly clean the pylon, sidebar
and crossbar sockets just like you
did with the pylons before brazing.
Same treatment for the ends of the
crossbars and sidebars. Get the
corrosion off so the epoxy has a
good, clean surface to grip to.

While the rear corner castings
are off, it’s a good time to replace

the main traveller car. Tape it to the
center of the track so it won’t get
epoxy on it. While you’re protecting
things from epoxy, tape some news
paper around the pylons (blblblblbl).

Mix up a batch of  epoxy resin
(we like WEST System products)
and mix in enough colloidal silica
(WEST 407) until it has the
consistency of peanut butter. Use a
wooden tongue drepressor to spread
an 1/8" thick layer inside the crossbar
socket of a casting. Slide the casting
on the crossbar and clean up any
epoxy that squishes out. Repeat for
the other three castings. Put new
rivets in their holes, but don’t pull
them yet.  Keep moving now -
you’ll need to finish the framing
and pull the rivets before the epoxy
cures completely.

Hobie Cat does not recommend
gluing the sidebars with epoxy, since
they are not structural and flex quite
a bit. Gluing them with 3M 5200
gives them the flexible joint they
need without overstressing the
corner casting.

On a level surface, frame up the
boat, using a bead of 5200 on the
sidebar connections and epoxy on
the pylons like you did with the
crossbars. Square the boat using a
diagonal purchase (bmbmbmbmbm) until the
diagonal measurements from bow
tang hole to rudder pin hole are
equal. Make sure the bows are Pull
the casting rivets and make sure the
bows and sterns are level. Recheck
the diagonal measurements again.
Clean up any oozes with acetone
and paper towels (bnbnbnbnbn and bobobobobo). Let
sit overnight to completely cure.
Drill new pylon bolt holes and
replace the bolts  – you’re done!

With the frame completely solid,
next time, we’ll rehab the rudder
system.
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Competitors received far more than they bargained for
when they arrived at the Singing River Yacht Club
for the 40th Hobie Midwinters East. When the

weather turned ugly Saturday night, club members opened their
homes and their boats to the newly homeless sailors.

PHOTO BY DICK DIXON
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very regatta has its defining feature.
Whether it’s something consistent,
like Madcatter’s rum squalls or some
thing completely unexpected - like the

2010 Midwinters East at the Singing River Yacht
Club in Pascagoula, Mississippi. It started out like
most any other MWE. Out of town sailors trickled in
on Thursday, and by that night, a little tent city had
arisen on the eastern side of the yacht club. It would
end with storm-flattened tents and homeless sailors by
Saturday night. Due to the outstanding hospitality of
the SRYC members, no one slept in a wet tent (unless
they wanted to).

E

DICK DIXSON

DICK DIXSON DICK DIXSON
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Friday was a beautiful day, if a little short in the
wind department. Soothing balm for sailing-starved
Northerners who were putting together their (some-
times new) equipment. After a long day of setting up
and testing, competitors were treated to Gulf Coast
home-style cooking and entertainment. Sailors were
lulled to sleep that night to the sounds of the third
shifts at the Pascagoula shipyards.

Four, long races on Saturday in 15 – 20 kts were
overshadowed by the forecast for that night and
Sunday. An approaching frontal system was pushing a
lot of rain and wind in our direction. All during dinner
it poured and poured some more. Nervous campers
tried to assess the damage from the safety of the
clubhouse. They were not looking forward to a cold,
wet, noisy night in a flogging tent. Not to worry,
though - SRYC members made
sure that everyone had a dry, warm
place to sleep that night. Five of us
ended up sleeping on the signal
boat! (With a heater!)

Sunday tossed up wind and lots
of it. Combined with record cold
temperatures, everyone was happy
that racing would be called off. The
soggy messes - formerly tents - of
the night before were cleaned up,
packed up and headed north by
early afternoon. We look forward
to some more Southern hospitality
next year!

DICK DIXSON

DICK DIXSON

DARCIE JERRY

Clockwise from right:

The tent city before . . . and after.

License plates from all over!

The smell of Friday dinner cooking under
the club was heavenly!

Andy Humphries motors to weather.

Bill Whitehurst styles for the camera on
his way out the channel.

The 17s were in their element Saturday.

The 16s charge off the line.

DICK DIXSON
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feature

Over the years, there has been much debate
regarding the Hobie One Design (HOD)
Policy. It appears that some sailors want to

lay blame for the decline in participation at Hobie re-
gattas at the feet of this policy.  In my opinion, the
success of catamaran sailing, both recreationally and as
a racing sport are dependent on one thing only.  It is
dependent on people getting up and doing something
to make things happen.  I’ve been listening to people
argue the HOD Policy on both sides, and while
they’ve pointed out merits either way, in my view all
that effort has been a distraction.  The discussion has
also had a very negative effect on morale within the
HCA in general.  Personally, I strongly believe that
changing the policy would have minimal effect on at-
tendance, and represents a quick fix with no long term
upside.  And, at the risk of seeming hypocritical, I
don’t care if it gets changed, though many of my clos-
est friends within the class care a great deal.  The
HOD Policy is not the biggest problem by a long shot.

The most profound comment that I’ve heard is that
we are “rotting from the bottom up”, and I couldn’t
agree more.

Having raced considerably within Division 2 and 3,
as well as several North Americans, and associated
with what I view as a diverse crowd of very competent
Hobie Class racers, there has been a great deal of
success to observe that deserves notice.  On the other
hand, there are things under the surface that do not
serve to promote or make attractive this sport we love.

The first problem, and in my view the biggest that
seems readily observable is local, at the grass roots.  It
is in the decline of Hobie Fleet participation, and in
the lack of fleet fun sails, keeping of current lists, the
ferreting out of catamaran owners. We need to
communicate with them, plan recreational events to

include them, and build up fleet communities where
catamaran owners can enjoy their boats among other
enthusiasts.  It is the building of catamaran communi-
ties with events outside of racing that is failing.  That
is what was successful before, and which has been in
the greatest decline.  Yes, a far greater decline than
HCA racing.

Serious racers are focused on getting to the struc-
tured division events.  They are focused on honing
their skills among the best racers.  They have their own
language, social structure, rapport, as well as banter
and trash talk.  However, they are not universally
focused on fleet building.  Statistically, and in most of
North America, Hobie racers are indeed fast ap-
proaching that point where only a few can applaud
their achievements on the water, as has been said.  In
some localities, it is difficult to find places to make
fleet events happen.  But with persistence and deter-
mination, there are places.  This myopic view of the
decline in Hobie racing, and in promotion of the
racing scene is sighting beyond the mark.

Racing is the pinnacle of catamaran sailing prowess,
and it is a small minority of catamaran owners who
end up embracing it.  Proof of this was a stunning
statistic I learned from one of our largest Hobie
dealers in the west that only 10% of his sailing
revenues come from Hobie racers.  The rest are
recreational sailing revenues.  So, if we focus our
efforts toward the recreational sailors, build up our
fleets with fun recreational activities, then we will
glean the few who have the drive to become racers and
build the class.  Without a grass roots effort of this
kind, the decline will continue unabated.  I think that
it is time to take a hard look at ourselves, and where
our focus is with respect to catamaran sailing in
general.  In my view, attendance at HCA regattas has

Commentary - The Decline of Hobie Sailing
 . . . and How We Can Fix It
by Gordo Bagley, HCA-NA Junior Program Chair
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grown in the Southwest, but newcomers are relatively few.
We’ve had good turnout this past season, but it is obvious that
the same faces are predominant.  There is nothing wrong with
that, but perhaps each of us needs to do a little soul searching.  It
could be time to refocus at least a portion of our effort away
from the racing, and towards building the grass roots with more
emphasis on local fleets. We need to put together some attrac-
tive recreational events for the general public.  I’m personally
committed to doing that in the desert Southwest.  As luck
would have it, there is some fertile ground here.  Obviously, with
a change in focus, it may bring a further short term decline in
attendance, which is something of a problem.

Perhaps fleets planning regattas may wish to promote a
parallel fun sail and social alongside the racing.  If a significant
amount of outside catamaran and other sailors were invited,
with HC racers aware that with a higher purpose of class growth
in mind, they will invest some time in joining a cat community
event.

Secondly, each of us needs to look at how we behave toward
newcomers.  Certainly, it takes time for some to adjust to our
culture and the rigors of racing, particularly if they are com-
pletely new to sailing and slow to rise through the ranks.  While
we applaud and revel in attracting top racers who immediately
show their prowess on the course, we need to look at every
newcomer as a gold nugget in the scheme of things. We need to
recognize and make it fun for them, whether it is with our
greeting or how we structure our events.  Truly, I’ve felt the
coolness of some of the elite racers when first coming on the
scene.  It could just be me, but it seems that respect and friendly
behavior was not soon forthcoming, except from a few.   Some
have been rude on the course. Chewing out a newcomer for
mistakes during the racing really turns them off.   Racing is
agonizing for the newcomer who has little experience.  B, C and
Novice fleet isn’t enough to keep them returning, unless the
numbers substantially grow.  We probably need to look at the
first year people particularly worthy of special awards and
treatment, however we can.  Extra effort on a personal level is
merited and needs to be maintained.  People appreciate atten-
tion, and we need to pay very, very special attention when a new
face arrives on the scene.  I fantasize about screwy initiation rites
for the newcomers, recognition at trophy time, and a long term
effort to nurture the new racer.  However, none of this really
matters if the grass roots effort of building catamaran communi-
ties is lacking.  We will continue to attract few, and loose a like
amount through attrition.

The biggest bonus of the Havamega event, as an example, is
the amount of people responding to the spectacle at Lake
Havasu. As a result we’ve had interest from a dozen newcomers.

I’m grateful to everyone who came to Havasu.  Now, I’ve got the
task of welcoming them, and creating an environment that will
embrace their interest.  It is not easy, but that is where we need
to start.  We’ve already a core group of a dozen Hobie owners,
who have no interest in racing YET!  Now, the fleet members
have to bring them into our community of cat sailing enthusi-
asts and nurture their interest so that we may encourage a few
who have the drive to dive into the HCA racing scene.  It is a
tall order, but does look promising.  Stand by on that note.

Lastly, it is clear that every region has its own obstacles,
problems and challenges to building catamaran sailing commu-
nities.  There is no one size fits all program.  It requires “out of
the box” thinking and a measure of improvisation.  Division
Chairs, Fleet Commodores and the existing Hobie cat racing
community have to think and plan according to their own
regions specific challenges.  There are already some successes.
I’ve always felt a great deal of gratitude for Fleet 51’s efforts to
encourage my involvement in Hobie Class Association racing.
They were sensitive to the difficulties of introducing this sport
to someone and setting a tone that would be nurturing.  I
noticed right away that they were very careful to make it fun so
that I might not get discouraged.  My first race at the San Diego
Classic in the summer of 2002 had four C-fleeters competing.  I
came in last, but still got a 4th place trophy.  It was great!

This commentary is already too long, yet still I could say a
great deal more. I do hope that we can find a way throughout
North America to begin rebuilding our fleets, with the eventual-
ity that we glean those few who have the drive and desire to join
the great level of competition that HCA racing provides. In the
future, hopefully, many families will look to it as a new resource
for healthy, fulfilling recreational and sporting pursuit for their
youngsters.

Gordo’s been known to cut across the grain now and then.
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As warmer weather has
started to move in, my ex-
citement for the 2010

sailing season has peaked. This is
going to be a great year full of
opportunities to get out there on
the water!

Stay connected with the latest
in Women’s Sailing by:
• Checking out the Hobie

Women’s Social Network -
http://hobie-women.ning.com

• Becoming a fan on Facebook
• Going to the HCA women’s

Site - www.hca-na.org

We have some great Women’s
Events in the works for 2010! Sue
Korz is hosting a two-day Women’s
Event in  Syracuse, NY. It includes
a Race Training Clinic with Guest
Expert Program format and racing
to follow.  Participants may attend
one or both days. Sue didn’t have

an exact date at print time so
contact her for more info.

There are two events on the
west coast - one in San Diego and
another in Vancouver. Contact the
organizers for more information.

Shegatta 2010 planning is
underway, and it’s shaping up to be
a special event celebrating the
tenth year of this great ladies
regatta.  The women get a weekend
on the water, a chance to enhance
basic skills in an encouraging
environment, or to hone competi-
tive skills among peers.  The guys
enjoy the event as well, acting as
commentators, race/chase officials,
and serving as official (and unoffi-
cial) beach crews & cheer leaders.
The racing is the nucleus, but the
Friday night burgers and Saturday
night dinner and campfire camara-
derie all combine to make this a
very enjoyable event.  Get a Hobie
Cat, line up a girlfriend, and come
to North Texas for a fabulous
weekend at the lake! Let others
know what events you’ll be
attending through the Hobie
Women Social Network blog so
that we can continue to build our
women’s community. Please
forward this information on to any
other women who may be inter-
ested. If they would like to also
receive Hobie Women Updates via

e-mail please have them e-mail me
at hobiewomen@gmail.com.

Don’t limit yourself to these
events! There are lots of points
regattas on the 2010 schedule.
Make an effort to participate in
2010!!!!  I want to do whatever it
will take to encourage and support
you in your sailing endeavors. If
there is something I can help you
with please let me know!

Chris  Bradshaw
hobiewomen@gmail.com

913.206.1522

2010 Women’s Events
July 17–18 Women’s Event

George Burchfiel
San Diego South Bay,  CA
george@rtainsurance.com

July 24–25 Women on the Water
Izzie Egan
Vancouver, BC
izzie.egan@googlemail.com

July 31–Aug 1 Women’s Event
Sue Korzeniewski
Oneida Lake, NY
skorz@twcny.rr.com

Oct 2–3 Shegatta
Sheila Holmes
Lake Ray Roberts, TX
sheilaholmes@ntin.net

by Chris Bradshaw, HCA Women’s Rep.

More Events - More Fun!
New Women’s Events for 2010

womenonthewater

DICK DIXSON

Chris and her daughter Corri rip it up at Midwinters East
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Chair

Chris Wessels

5600 Lakeview Dr.

Clear Lake, IA  50428

641•357•4577 / 641•423•7638

chriswhobie@yahoo.com

1st Vice Chair

Pat Porter

5316 Hilltop Road

Garden Valley, CA  95633

530.333.9121 / 530.401.4052

dppkporter@yahoo.com

2nd Vice Chair

Donna McIntosh

12427 South 16th Street

Jenks, OK  74037

918.232.7919 / 918.260.1062

kmcintosh@rmi.net

executive
officers

2010hcaboardofdirectors

voting members

DIVISION 1

Dan Williams

45-155 Unahe Place

Kaneohe, HI 96744

808•235•3507

rollerskate-hi@clearwire.net

DIVISION 2

Dave Martin

138 Sheridan Dr.

Henderson, NV  89074

702•914•8099

h16music@cox.net

DIVISION 3

Jason Moore

8360 N. Poplar

Fresno, CA  93711

559•906•5336

Hobie.20@comcast.net

DIVISION 4

Don Atchley

1925 144th Street SE

Mill Creek, WA 98012

425•923•8860

don_atchley@ Verizon.net

DIVISION 5

Stephen Cooley

10952 W Hampden Place

Lakewood, CO  80227

303•619•0572

 MUST429@aol.com

DIVISION 6

Chris Green

2220 Brae Lane

League City, TX 77586

281•352•1325

greencj@bp.com

DIVISION 7

Paul Bommersbach

2015 Hillview Drive

Sioux Falls, SD  27110

605•371•3169

pbommersbach@sio.midco.net

DIVISION 8

Arie van Duijn

12601 Strathmore Loop

Fort Myers, FL 33912

239•770•7248

ariejacqpt@comcast.net

DIVISION 9

POSITION

OPEN

DIVISION 10

Gail Tinker-Stiemsma

9542 East Shore Drive

Portage, MI 49002

269•760•2666

gtinker@flowserve.com

DIVISION 11

Ron LaPorta

120 Netherwood Dr.

Coatesville, PA  19320-1467

610•384•8443

RonLaPorta@verizon.net

DIVISION 12

Dave Heroux

27 Foster Center Rd.

Foster, RI  02825-1326

401•647•3203

davebarbara448@msn.com

DIVISION 13

Pedro Colon

Box 5307

Caguas, PR 00726

787•744•3246

kcrio@caribe.net

DIVISION 14

Tom Page

P.O. Box 961

Claremore OK 74018-0961

918•232•2598

Tom.Page@hilti.com

DIVISION 15

Brad Stephens

315 N Hwy 79

Panama City Beach, FL 32413

850•235•2281

brad@sunjammers.com

DIVISION 16

Theresa White

601 Demong Drive

Syracuse, NY 13214

315•345•4303

h16tlw@yahoo.com

on the web

International Hobie Class

Association

www.hobieclass.com

Hobie Cat Company USA

www.hobiecat.com

Hobie Product Support

www.hobiecat.com/support

operational
officers

Women’s
Representative

Chris Bradshaw

5285 W 219 Terrace

Bucyrus, KS  66013

913•879•2245

ctaha@hotmail.com

1 HAWAII

resources

Championships / Guest Expert ProgramCoordinator

Bridget Quatrone

412 Radcliffe Road

Dewitt, NY 13214

315.446.9868

bqfaces@netzero.net

HOTLINE Editor

Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp, MI  48382

248.980.7931 (cell)

248.360.7926

hcanews@comcast.net

Scorekeeper

Bill Jeffers

Hobie Feet 204

Syracuse, NY

585.370-9160

hobiescores@yahoo.com

HOBIE SOCIAL NETWORK

HCspace.org

Hobie Class Association

of North America

www.hca-na.org

Women’s Hobie Cat Racing

www.hca-na.org

Hobie Community Forums

www.hobiecat.com/community

Web Master

Rich McVeigh

14813 Fireside Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20905

301.384.3695

rmcveigh@verizon.net

additional resources

Membership Chair

Mike Levesque

45 Patriot Way

Uxbridge, MA 01569 USA

508•278•3887

hobiemembership@gmail.com

Secretary

Kathy Ward

1331 Robertson Way

Sacramento, CA 95818

916.715.3133

Wardkathy@aol.com

Treasurer

John Mork

8504 NW 88th

Oklahoma City OK 73132

405•621•9826 / 405•229•8817

jmork1@cox.net

Youth Program Director

Gordon Bagley

PO Box 1464

Searchlight, NV 89046

702.427.7328

gnbii@msn.com

Race Director

Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp, MI  48382

248.980.7931 / 248.360.7926

hcaracedir@comcast.net



www.hca-na.org       23



24 MAR / APR 2010

Purpose of the Youth Grant
The purpose of the Youth Grant

shall be to assist Junior and Youth
sailors in attending Championship
Hobie Cat events, including, but
not limited to:

• Youth events sanctioned by the
Hobie Class Association of
North America

• Youth events sanctioned and
organized by the International
Hobie Class Association and
held in conjunction with other
IHCA Worlds events

These Youth Grants shall be
issued without financial obligation
on the part of the receiving teams,
however, the Youth Grants shall be
subject to the terms and conditions
as set forth in these guidelines.

Grant Request Guidelines
The following parameters are

those that have been set forth by
the HCA Executive Council as the
minimum criteria to be met by
youth teams wishing to apply for a
financial grant for attending
eligible events.
• Both skippers and crews must

be HCA members.
• Skippers must sail in at least

three (3) HCA-sanctioned
events during the qualifying
season prior to petitioning for a
grant. Exceptions may be made
at the Council’s discretion when
seasonal considerations justify

such action. They may sail as a
skipper or crew in those events.

Teams must submit the follow-
ing documents to apply for an
HCA Youth Grant:

1) An essay explaining why they
should receive the Grant.

2) A resume of sailing training and
experience.

3) Planned expenses for the event
in question.

4) A list of HCA sanctioned
regattas attended in the current
year and finish positions.

5) A personal reference (parent or
coach, for example) must be
named to provide assistance in
administration, disbursement
and management of the Youth
Grant.

At the conclusion of the event
the following must be submitted:

• A detailed expense report
outlining expenditures and
disbursement of the Youth
Grant monies, signed by
the reference individual.

• An article about their
experience in the event in
question, to subsequently
be submitted to the
HOTLINE through the
HCA Youth Chairperson.

Selection Process
All Youth Grant requests shall

be submitted to the current HCA
Youth Chairperson 60 days prior to
the event. No requests subsequent
to that date will be considered for
that year.

Youth Grant requests shall be
reviewed by the HCA Council and
awards to qualified teams shall be
announced a minimum of 30 days
prior to the event. To be considered
for a Youth Grant, all information
requested must be provided by the
due date, without exception.

Youth Grants shall be awarded
based on several factors, including
but not limited to: funds available,
number of requests received, needs
of the individual teams, and
requirements of established youth
programs serving a number of
Youth teams.

Questions should be directed by
e-mail to the current HCA Youth
Chairperson: Gordon Bagley,
gnbii@msn.com

HCA Youth Grants
resources

TODD WILSON






