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it’sallgood . . .

Get Out the Boat in 2009!

I hope that 2009 finds you and your families happy and
   healthy.
 2008 was a difficult year economically speaking.  This

downturn in the world economy has forced people to make some
tough decisions, especially in regards to spending their entertain-
ment dollars.  While attendance at regattas wasn’t terrible, we felt

the impact of tightening disposable income. This year, we are urging our event
organizers to take this into consideration when planning events.  Unfortunately,
because of the economic situation, the planned Hobie 16 Worlds in Italy had to be
cancelled before it was even scheduled. Although this news is disappointing, it is
understandable.  The IHCA is hoping to organize a Hobie 16 Worlds in 2010. More
details will be posted on the HCANA web site and in the HOTLINE when they are
available.

We can still celebrate our successes from 2008, like the 40th Anniversary Regatta in
California. We also had a large turnout at the 20s in South Dakota and the 16/14s in
Iowa.  All of these were fantastic events in true “Hobie” style. Even with the high cost
of gas, many of us still travelled for the love of the sport.

However, you don’t have to travel cross-country to compete against sailors across
the country. The HCA points system allows you to compete with everyone in your
class no matter where you live. For example, Ryan Richardson and I dominated the
2008 Hobie 14 points, and are very happy to have competed with people we love to
race against like Mark Ralph (3rd in points), Bill Jeffers (11th) and John Mork(23rd?!)

We have a lot to look forward to this year. The Arizona HavaMega event in
November and the 16 North Americans are in Kingston, Ontario in July. These are
two excellent opportunities to enjoy our sport in superior locations with exceptional
amenities.

Our youth director already has one successful event under his belt for 2009 and is
very excited about the Kingston Youth Event. He is currently working out details for a
number of charter boats and chaperones for kids traveling great distances. All of you
who are 19 or under come out and sail and make this the largest youth event in recent
history.

I hope 2009 brings you happiness and good fortune.  Please share your enthusiasm
for this sport with other friends and family. Invite them to a regatta to either partici-
pate or just enjoy the social aspects the event offers. Remember to register for HCA
membership and encourage other fleet members to do the same.

See you in the spring!

Chris Wessels
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North American Championships www.hca-na.org

Hobie 16W/16Y                  July 17 –19, 2009                 Kingston, ONT, Canada

Hobie 16 Open                  July 20 –24, 2009                 Kingston, ONT, Canada

Hobie 14   August 21–23, 2009                     Toronto, ONT, Canada

HAVAMEGA (Wave/17/18/20/Tiger)    Nov 7-13, 2009        Lake Havasu, AZ

Area Championships
MidWinters West       Mar 20–22, 2009      San Felipe, MEX     see NOR page X
MidWinters East       Mar 28–29, 2009      Panama City, FL      see NOR page X
33rd MadCatter         May 16-17, 2009       Syracuse, NY          www.fleet204.com
Mid-Americas                Sept 5-6, 2009      Lk. Lewisville, TX          See NOR page X

2009 regattaschedule

Division 1—Hawai’i
Contact: Dan Williams–808•864•6067,Rollerskate-hi@clearwire.net

Round The Buoys, Hobie 20s only; the second Sunday of each
month, Kaneohe Bay, Oahu

Division 2—Southern CA / AZ / NV
www.hobiedivision2.com

Division 3—Northern CA
www.div3.hobieclass.com

Division 4—Pacific Northwest
www.div4.hobieclass.com

No schedule posted as of press date.

Division 5—Mountain States
www.hobiediv5.org

Division 6—South Texas, Louisiana
www.div6.com

No schedule posted as of press date.

Division 7—Prairie States
www.hobiecatdivision7.org

Division 8—South Florida
Contact: Bob Johnson –813•960•1937, hobiebob@aol.com

No schedule posted as of press date.

Division 9—Southern Atlantic
Contact: Loyd Graves–919•787•0222, lwgraves@mindspring.com

No schedule posted as of press date.

HCA Division Regattas (shaded dates are tentative, shaded events are non-points)
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TED LINDLEY

Division 10—Great Lakes / Midwest
www.HCADivision10.com

Division 11—Mid-Atlantic
www.div11.hobieclass.com

Division 12—New England
Contact: Dave Heroux –401•647•3203, davebarbara448@msn.com
No schedule posted as of press date.

Division 13—Mexico/Caribbean/Central America
Contact: Alfredo Figueroa–vientoyvela@gmail.com

Division 14—N. TX, OK, AR, S. KS
Contact: Tom Page –918•232•2598, Tom.Page@hilti.com

15—FL Panhandle, E. LA, AL, MS, W. TN
Contact Brad Stephens - brad@sunjammers.com

Division 16—Upstate NY, Ontario
www.nahca-div16.org

REGAREGAREGAREGAREGATTTTTTTTTTA SCORERS:A SCORERS:A SCORERS:A SCORERS:A SCORERS:
DON’T FORDON’T FORDON’T FORDON’T FORDON’T FORGET GET GET GET GET TTTTTO SEND O SEND O SEND O SEND O SEND YYYYYOUROUROUROUROUR

RESULRESULRESULRESULRESULTS TS TS TS TS TTTTTO:O:O:O:O:
HOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YHOBIESCORES@YAHOOAHOOAHOOAHOOAHOO.COM.COM.COM.COM.COM

Criteria for Schedule Inclusion
•    HCA Sanctioned Events
•    Alter Cup Qualifiers
•    Youth Catamaran Events of any kind
•   Women's Catamaran Events of any kind
•    Major F-18 Championships
•    Major regattas that run Hobie One-Design starts (using IHCA Rules), but
     may have other brands of catamarans in attendance. No strictly "open"
      events (classes determined by Portsmouth numbers).
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15, 25 & 35 Years Ago
hobiehistory

1974

1984

 Harken wasted
no time in selling to
the Hobie crowd.
Unfortunately, the
set up shown here
isn’t class legal (it’s
an 8:1 purchase).

 The 1983 Hobie 14 Nationals were held
in Ventura, CA - the same site as the 2005
Hobie 16 North Americans. Tom Materna
survived the light air and big waves to take
the win.

 It doesn’t get much better than this - the
site of the 1974 MidWinter’s East was the
Apollo Beach, Florida Holiday Inn Resort. You
could literally walk right out of your room on
to the beach and to your boat.

 1983 Hobie 16 Women’s National
Champions Lisa Stuckenberg and Caroline
Winter celebrate with Absolut Vodka reps
(left), Miles Wood (center) and Sandy Banks
(right). Why so serious, Sandy?

 The Christmas Charity Regatta in Newport Beach, CA had a different look about it. The
event was exclusively for the new Hobie 12 MonoCat, the ancestor of the current Hobie Bravo.
51 Hobie 12s ghosted around the harbor in little to no air.

 A milestone for
Hobie’s captive
sailmaker - you
would think that
they would get the
spelling right - it’s
“McKibbin”.
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1994

1984
 The 1983 USYRU
(now US SAILING)
Championship of
Champions was
sailed on Hobie 18s.
The event pits
national champions
in various classes
against each other.
Predictably , Hobie P.
Alter won the event.

 Awww - aren’t
they cute? Hobie Cat
expands their PFD
line to include
children’s sizes.

 From the “Adaptive Reuse Department” -
Rick White introduces the “Wild Thang”  - a
fiberglass pod that converts a beach cat to a
motor boat.

 “Progress” isn’t always pretty. This is the site of the 1974 MWE
today. The beach is gone, replaced by a rock seawall. The hotel has
been demolished. Fortunately, MWE is still on the regatta schedule,
looking forward to it’s fourth year in Panama City, Florida in 2009.

 Some of the most innovative products
for Hobie Cats were developed by a little
machine shop in Texas - KISME. If you raced a
16 in the mid ’80s and early ‘90s, you had to
have their stuff on your boat.

 In 1994, Whiskeytown Lake, CA was the
site of the sixth annual Trapseat World
Championships. Each Trapseat team consists
of a disabled skipper and able-bodied crew.
In 2009, the Trapseats will have their
championship in conjunction with the
HAVAMEGA on Lake Havasu.

 In the Feb / Mar 1994 NAHCA
News, we ran a section on fleet
logos. Featured was the
“Cowtown Cat” from Dallas Hobie
Fleet 23. Does your fleet have a
unique logo? Send us a copy and
we’ll feature it in a future issue of
the  HOTLINE!
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 Mike Levesque, HCA Membership Chair

2009 Membership Incentives
Three chances to win a Hobie trapeze harness

membershipmatters

It’s time to renew your HCA
membership for 2009.  We want to
encourage early renewals this year,
to minimize the early- and mid-
season scrambles.  So, we’ve come
up with some extra incentives!

First, we will be having a special

series of raffles.  We will be drawing
for prizes based on paid member-
ships at the end of January,
February and March.  You will
have up to three chances to win a
new harness for your Hobie.
Here’s how this will work:
• Memberships paid online, or

postmarked by 1/31/09, will be
eligible for the first harness
raffle, and the subsequent
raffles on 2/28/09 and 3/31/09.
Join early, get three chances to
win!

• Memberships paid online, or
postmarked by 2/28/09, will be
eligible for the second harness
raffle, and the subsequent raffle
on 3/31/09.  So, you’ll have two
chances to win!

• Memberships paid online, or
postmarked by 3/31/09, will be
eligible for the final harness
raffle.
Later in the year, we will be

having a Divisional contest.  We
want to see which Divisions can
grow the most, and who can be the
biggest overall.  Details of this will

follow, but the only way you can
win is to pay your dues, and get lots
of others to do the same!

Is This A Bug?
From time to time, we are still

encountering issues with the online
system.  If you run into an issue
(cookie errors, online payment not
processing correctly, etc.), please
just stop what you’re doing and
send me a check with a paper form.

If you like, email me with as
much detail as possible about how
you encountered the error we can
fix it.

Just remember, at the end of the
day, you are responsible for your
dues.  Here’s a simple clue:  If your
credit card hasn’t been billed, your
membership is not paid.  Just send
me a check!

Charts & Graphs Update
We’re always looking for more

ideas on how to grow membership
(and make it fun).  All ideas are
welcome for discussion, so please
keep them coming!

Anyway, please submit your
ideas to me at:
hobiemembership@gmail.com.

Again, if you haven’t already
done so, please renew your mem-
bership today.  By the time you
read this, your membership is due

for 2009 (memberships run for the
calendar year).  Put down this issue
of the HOTLINE for a few
minutes, go to your computer and
sign up.  If you must, mail it in, but
just take care of it!

Remember, the most important
thing, only you can help us grow
the class!  Go out and find new
members!

2008 TOP CAT MEMBERS
We would like to extend special

thanks to the Top Cat members
from 2008:
Chuck Blair, N. Little Rock, AR
Karl Brogger, Dennison, MN
Pedro Colon, Caguas, Puerto Rico
Jim Glanden, Newark, DE
Kenneth Hilk, Centerville, DE
Michael Levesque, Uxbridge, MA
Ted & Sue Lindley, Paradise Valley,

AZ
Mick Minette, Clear Lake, IA
Al Mohill, Temecula, CA
David Mortenson, White Bear

Lake, MN
Steve Murray, Carpinteria, CA
Jeffrey Newsome, Rancho Palos

Verdes, CA
Craig Parson, Lawrenceville, NJ
Mark Santorelli, Barnegat, NJ
James Sohn, Des Moines, IA
Brad Stephens, Panama City, FL
Gerald Valeske, Maple Valley, WA
Todd Wilson, Bondurant, IA
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feature

Non-skid Repair - Part 2
By Rick Buchanan

In the last issue of the HOTLINE we covered
making a mold of the Hobie non-skid texture
using RTV silicone . There are other methods

and materials to make molds from, but I’ve found the
RTV silicone  to be the easiest to make and use.

To get to the point where you are ready to replace
the non-skid, the damaged area must be repaired &
prepped first (below).  This may include re-spraying
all the smooth gel coat areas adjacent to the non-skid
repair. This is shown in photos 11111 and 22222.  Spraying
gel coat was covered in the July / August HOTLINE.

Next, you’ll want to take your new mold and do a
“fit check”.  The mold you use must be larger than the
non-skid area you want to replace. During the fit
check, you need to find the lines in the existing non-
skid pattern, and line up the straight edge of your
mold to them. This is shown in photos 33333, 44444, and 55555.
The texture non-skid pattern lines on the deck of your
Hobie are parallel to the center line of the hull. (Photo

66666)

After you are satisfied with both the size of your
mold and the fit check, tape off the area you want to
replace.  This is shown in photos 77777 and 88888.  I’ve
found it takes a minimum of three layers of tape (3M
Scotch brand) to get the finished non-skid to have the
correct thickness where it touches the smooth areas.
To trim any excess tape away as you build the layers,
try using a good quality X-ACTO® knife blade and a
steady hand.  To get the new non-skid to blend in with
the original do not use tape in the areas of the blend-
ing (feathering).  If you look closely at photo 77777, you’ll
see the piece of blue tape (perpendicular to the hull
centerline) is away from the blending area which is
about six inches closer to the bow.  The tape is there to
help line up the mold – remember the fit check?

With the fit check and taping finished it’s time to
get ready to apply the gel coat.  The supplies you’ll
need for this step should include:  a roll of tape; a
couple of one inch wide throwaway camel hair paint
brushes; an adequate amount of gel-coat (w/catalyst)
to coat the repair area about 1/8 inch thick; sticks,
rulers and weights to hold the mold to the contours
you want. It’s always good to have some acetone for
cleanups.

With your gel-coat properly catalyzed, use a paint
brush to coat the area being re-textured. This can be a
fairly heavy coating, but be sure to coat evenly, and
keep an eye out for hairs from the brush falling out.
After you have an even coat of gel-coat laid down, take
the mold and very carefully fit it in place on top of the
fresh gel-coat, exactly where you want it to be.  Now,
very carefully, lift the mold off the repair area, and note
the material transfer from the repair area to the mold.
With the mold upside down (on a drop-cloth, or piece
of waxpaper) brush more gel-coat onto the mold
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where the material had transferred
to, thoroughly coating the surface.

Now, reposition the mold on top
of the repair area exactly where you
want it to be.  To avoid air bubbles,
it’s best to position one end of the
mold to the repair area, then
lowering the mold to the surface as
you work your way to the opposite
end.

With the mold now in position,
it needs to be secured in place to
avoid moving, or slipping.  To
secure the mold in place and in the
contours you want, use tape, sticks,
rulers, and possibly small weights as
shown in photos 88888, 99999 and blblblblbl.
CAUTION- use only enough
downward pressure with the tape,
sticks and weights to get the mold
to gently touch the edges of the
tape.  Too much pressure may cause
the uncolored fiberglass to be visible
through the new gel-coat.  With
the new mold held in place, set the
excess catalyzed gel-coat aside in a
plastic container to cure.

Monitor the excess gel-coat as it
cures.  Cure times will vary with
location, temperature, humidity
and the amount of catalyst used.
Normally, 15 – 22 drops of catalyst
per liquid ounce of gel-coat is
adequate.  However, different
brands, or colors of gel-coat may
require different ratios of catalyst.

After about an hour of cure
time, carefully lift up one corner of
the mold and check the new gel-
coat’s cure state.  If the mold lifts
away from the new gel-coat,
continue lifting it (slowly and
carefully) away from the repair area.
With the mold removed, carefully
remove the tape from around the
non-skid as shown in photo bmbmbmbmbm.

With the mold and tape
removed (below), check the new
non-skid for any flaws or imperfec-
tions. With the gel-coat still curing
make any minor corrections if
needed.  When your sailing friends
see the final repair you should get a
“Wow, that looks great!”
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YOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S IN
IOWAIOWAIOWAIOWAIOWA

we missed from school, we had to drive straight
through to get there in time for racing on Friday.  For
the next 24 hours, we made new friends with our fel-
low truck drivers and our tour guide, aka Interstate
80, and ate lots of junk food.  I shared some of the
driving with my father, but I don’t think my father
slept too much while I was driving through the night.
With sore backs, groggy eyes and marginal stomachs,
we wove our way through the cornfields and wind
farms and arrived in Iowa.

focusonyouth

YOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S INYOUT’S IN
IOWAIOWAIOWAIOWAIOWA
The 2008 Hobie Class Association of North America
Youth Championships
By Eric Raybon
Photos by Dorine Lawrence

MMissing a week of school in order to drive 20+
hours to Clear Lake Iowa in September
sounds crazy to the average person, but to

me and other Hobie sailors, it’s what we have to do.
Most kids would probably go for the missing school
part, but the driving and Iowa part –  well, that’s bor-
derline.  My crew Jason Bilow and I were only in
school only one day before my father packed up the
minivan and the double stack trailer for the trip to
Iowa.  Because we needed to limit the number of days
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When we arrived at Clear Lake, we realized that
things were going to be different than New Jersey
where we live.  We went to the real estate office to
retrieve the keys to our rental house.  After my father
paid the rent and received the keys, he paused feeling
like something was missing.  He then realized that the
real estate company didn’t take a damage deposit for
the house and when he asked about it, they said it
wasn’t necessary.  In New Jersey, they usually want a
deposit and your first born child.   It was time to let

down the Jersey guard and enjoy the warm welcome to
Iowa.  We were welcomed by our neighbors, people at
the regatta site who helped unload our boats, and
some nice folks in town who helped us find some real
food to eat.  No more junk food.  Jason and I even got
in a round of golf for $7 and that included club
rentals.  Unfortunately, we wore out our welcome
when we ventured to the neighboring town, Mason
City, to get some supplies at Walmart.  On our way
home from Walmart, we tried to make friends with
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the local police.  For some reason they
pulled us over and gave us a speeding
ticket without even a hint of welcoming
us foreigners to Iowa.  I guess the car goes
faster when the trailer is unhooked.  I’m
just glad my father was driving.  We’ll
stick to Clear Lake from now on.

After a good nights rest, we were ready
for racing on Friday.  The conditions for
the youth event were fairly similar to the
open event. The winds changed from
light and shifty to strong for a couple of
races.  Identifying our competition in the
beginning was a little difficult since the
youth and women’s teams started at the
same time.  For the first race we were
tacking over and over trying to cover a
boat whom we eventually discovered was
a women’s team.  Next time we’ll check
the competitors list before the first race.
That evening the youth teams headed out
on a hay ride to a corn maze.  For some
reason, Jason and I were expecting to be
going to some giant corn field with a
maze cut into it like the crop circles you
see in movies.  It ended up being a maze
built in a small area with fences intended
for smaller children. Even though the
average age of the youth teams is about
16, we all had a good time getting
through the maze.

The next morning the lake looked
like…well … lets just say it looked like a
lake.  No wind.   Of course everyone who
lives on a lake must have a competition
ski boat, so Xander Wessels made a call
and his friend revved up his boat and met
us at the dock just outside of the yacht
club.  Xander put on a good wakeboard
show just in front of the waiting sailors.
A few of us also took a turn and Jamie
Grisko and Jake Larson rode around on
the WaveRunner.  The fun had to stop
however as the wind began to fill … just a
little … and racing began.

Heading into the last day, things were
extremely tight for second place.  Three
boats were in contention making the
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atmosphere a little tense.  The race
committee had a light steady breeze to
work with and they were determined to
run a bunch of races.  As the day pro-
gressed, boats jockeyed back and forth for
that second place position.  It came down
to the final leg of the last race.  After
rounding the windward mark with a few
women’s boats and the whole Hobie 14
fleet just ahead, we were all cruising along
when the wind started to shift right. It
was building fairly quickly until every one
was ripping along on a hot reach towards
the finish line.  The skies went from

sunny to cloudy and then it rained .  It
was an extremely exciting end to the
event.  At the end of the day my crew
Jason and I placed first,  Jake Larson and
Becky Krause won the battle for 2nd,
Alexander Wessels and Erin
Bommersbach finished in 3rd. Trey James
and Jamie Grisko came in 4th, Alex
Bommersbach and Alex Schuck in 5th,
and in 6th was Jordon Wessels and Jordyn
Daubin .  With another Youth North
Americans in the books, most packed up
and headed back to school while a few
including myself stayed and prepared for
the Open event.

Although we had a great time in Iowa,
it was very disappointing to see only 6
boats in the youth class. I think that most
of us agree that the time of year, being the
beginning of school for most of us, is the
main reason why we did not see more
youth teams at this event.   For Jason and
I, we managed to catch up on our school
work fairly quickly after returning to
school and since we are both seniors, I

think our teachers were more understand-
ing.  But it was a tough decision (for my
parents) to decide to go for it.  Also, for
those who have to travel long distances,
you want to be able to participate in the
open event and gain helpful experience
from sailing with the “big boys.”  The
level of competition during the open
event was tough and makes you better
with every race. We had an awesome time
trying to keep up with sailors like Jason
Hess and watch how hard they work.  We
all want to increase the number of boats
competing at regattas but there are lots of
reasons why people attend or do not
attend a race.  Looking forward let’s try
to help promote youth sailing at least by
running events when school is out!
Finally, I just wanted thank our new
friends in Clear Lake, HCANA for
providing a youth grant to make this trip
happen and everyone who helped us out
along the way. I especially want to thank
Lynn Kast for keeping us well fed during
the Open event.
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focusonyouth

This year’s U.S. Sailing Youth Multihull
Championships were held at the Alamitos
Bay Yacht Club in Long Beach.  The winner

of this event received the chance to sail in the Youth
Worlds in Brazil this upcoming summer. There were a
total of twelve teams competing on Hobie 16s with
spinnakers from all over the U.S.  There were teams
from as close as California to as far away as Florida.
Jake and I were dropped off by our parents at the
Omaha, NE airport, and then we were on our own, ‘til
we arrived in California.  Thank you Cary Wessels for
picking us up and dropping us off at the airport in CA.

The event started out with a two day sailing clinic,
led by world class sailor and catamaran designer Pete

Melvin.  The sailors could ask questions and get used
to the boats they would be sailing. Ten of the twelve
teams sailed on brand new factory charter boats.

 The coaches helped the sailors rig their boats for
the light conditions that were expected for this
upcoming weekend.  After a day of sailing with the
light winds and the temperature in the upper eighties
it was a good day.  Jake and I flew out of Omaha with
temperatures of -5 degrees, so this was much nicer.
Once back on shore, the coaches had a briefing where
sailors could ask questions to figure out how to get the
most speed out of these boats.  What seemed to be a
very common question to the coaches was boat speed
after tacking and jibing.

YOUT’S IN CALIFORNIA
The 2009 US SAILING Multihull Championship

Jake and Alex’s Excellent Adventure
by Jake Larson and Alex Bommersbach
Photos by George Reiss

Jake and Alex prep for a day on the water Weather mark roundings are a lot more hectic with a spinnaker

RICH ROBERTS
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Day two of the clinic was very similar
to the first, nice weather but light winds.
Many questions were asked on how to sail
in such conditions and where everything
on the boat should be set.  Another thing
that was difficult was the course system
that was being used.  Instead of the usual
course system of A’s B’s and C’s there
were numbers used from one through
five.  A very similar course set up but a
big change indeed.

On the first day of the event, the
weather was perfect for a relaxing day on
the beach, but not so much for a day of
sailing on the water.  The light wind
conditions made it hard for the sailors
too.  It was a frustrating day out on the
water for most people, but some sailors
thrived in the light air.  These kind of
conditions fared well for the teams with
the most patience and persistence.  There
were two races finished on the water
before the wind became completely still
and the boats had to be towed in.  Four
races needed to be finished for this
regatta to be officially completed, so the

RICH ROBERTS GEORGE REISS
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sailors hoped for no more precarious wind
during the next two days of racing.

Day three of racing started out the
same way as the days before, with no
wind, but after all of the boats got towed
out to the open ocean the sails started
filling and boats started moving without
the help of motor boats.  That little
breeze grew to about 6-8 knots of steady
wind to sail in.  There were finally some
good races with steady wind the whole

time.  Three races were completed; a
satisfying way to finish a regatta with
little to no wind the previous two days.
Once all of the Hobie 16s got back to the
beach they were disassembled and put
away.  Out of all the charter boats, all but
two either ripped or poked a hole in their
“heavy duty” spinnakers.  The awards
ceremony that night was short and sweet,
as first place went to Korbin Kirk and
Daniel Segerblom.

We met a lot of friends, had lots of fun
and made plans for CORK Youth Hobie
Nationals in July.  We enjoyed our time
out in California greatly!  Thanks to all
that made it possible for Jake and I to
attend:  HCA youth rep. Gordo Bagley,
Cary Wessels, Division 7, The Hobie
Class Association’s generous funding
through the youth program, and our
parents!

1st Place: Korbin Kirk and Daniel Segerblom 2nd Place:  Scott Hoffmann and Ryan Porteous 3rd Place:  Julian Roots and Naomi Zenderman

JORGE SUAREZ JORGE SUAREZ JORGE SUAREZ
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The 2009 Youth Multihull Cham-
pionship event in January was
sailed on the Hobie 16 with

spinnaker.  This event is the qualifier for
the ISAF World Multihull Champion-
ships in Brazil this coming July.  ISAF
chose the Hobie 16 for this event, be-
cause the new international youth cata-
maran, the SL16, is not yet available in
South America.  Because of that neces-
sary change, we threw our support to this
event by backing seven HCA member
youth teams to attend and compete.
Twelve teams participated.  This was a
seminal moment for us, providing a
chance to show off the strength of our
class to US SAILING, as well as bring
new youth sailors into the HCA.  By that
standard, one can confidently conclude
that the HCA’s effort was a resounding
success.  We signed up most of the non-
member participants into the HCA.
There were numerous expressions of grat-
itude from our youth, their parents as well
as the organizers and spectators at the
event.  We formed closer ties to many of
those who were there from around the
country. We can be confident that in the

short term, we will have a number of new
young faces at our regattas this year.  In
particular, many of the youth were happy
to learn more about our Youth H16
North American Championships at
CORK next July.  While only one team
will go to Brazil from this event, we will
see a number of other teams at CORK
that would likely not have been motivated
to do so without the support we gave
them at Long Beach.  We spent from the
special projects fund on the order of
$10,000 to pay for lodging, airfares, entry
fees and charter boats for these young-
sters.

Special recognition goes firstly to all
the HCA Youth that attended.  They are
smart, talented and driven young sailors.
It was impressive.  Additionally, thanks to
the parents and friends who came and
helped make it easy to get the youngsters
to and from their lodgings, as well as
assist at the event, and most of all, provide
moral support for the kids.  They are
Jamie Livingston, Greg and Judy Raybon,
Christina Reiss, Catherina Whitehead,
Enrique Zenderman and Cary Wessels.

In consequence of this rare moment, it
is perhaps time to put a significant effort
into building the number of youth teams
that will go to Kingston in July.  Discus-
sions have begun, and effort is under way
to put together boats and assets to make
this particular event approach or exceed
record attendance for Youth Multihull
North American Championships.  We are
planning a full court press to achieve this
lofty goal.

As Youth Program Director, I can
think of no other more powerful message
we can send to the sailing world of the
strength of our class than to get every
possible youth team to Kingston, and
back them solidly in every possible way.
At this time, I would like to thank any of
you who have contributed to the HCA
youth fund, and would extend a plea and
invitation to all HCA members to try and
make a contribution at this time in
preparation for our upcoming HCA
Youth Hobie 16 North American
Championships.  Stand by for more
exciting developments.

Thank you kindly for your support,
Gordon Bagley, HCA YPD

FROM THE YOUTH PROGRAM DIRECTOR . . .

GEORGE REISS
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focusonyouth

Part # 1 The Early years

If you sail Hobies and have kids this article is for
you.  As a family that has lived through the col-
lege search with our oldest daughter and will soon

repeat the process with our youngest, we’d like to
share some insight to the some times overwhelming
process.   Finding an affordable, college that is the
right fit for your teenager can be a time consuming,

some times stressful process, a little
insight from your Fleet friends can
make it easier.

It is a no brainer that early
preparation is key.  Even if your kid
has not been a straight A student
from Kindergarten it is never to
late to hit the books hard.  We all
know that reading to our children
will reap huge benefits, but

sometimes in our daily rush, we don’t make the time
to make that happen.  Some parents feel that the
education system in the U.S. is at fault because parents
have to spend so many hours helping with homework.
Our family has never agreed with that attitude, we
have always felt that school is our daughters’  “job”.
As a whole, we believe in a strong work ethic and
extra effort is second nature. The assignments, ranging
from preschool show-and-tell to battling Honors
Algabra, have been a source to bring us closer,
working together.  It was never about doing the work
for them, but always about being there to encourage
and support.   It sounds good on paper but the trick of
the tale is in the actual doing the work, and empathiz-
ing when complaining, whining or giving up was
easier than getting it done.  The hours spent at the
kitchen table were a learning process that helped us
grow as a family.  The Girls learned that hard work
usually pays big dividends. My husband and I found

that you are never to old to learn something new.  We
celebrated excellent report cards with special dinners
out and after years of high honor roll, eventually
rewarded our oldest daughter a used Hobie 16.

Throughout high school, it helps to have a heads up
on some things that will make your teen more attrac-
tive to admissions office.  The academic piece of great
grades, Advance Placement classes and high SAT &
ACT scores is of course very important.

One of the more
common topics dis-
cussed in a teenagers
college search are the
PSAT, SAT and SAT
subject tests are impor-
tant test that colleges
look at for placement.
Again preparation is key,
there are many good
study guides available.
The PSAT–Preliminary
Scholastic Assessment
Test–is given in October
it can be taken as a Sophomore and again as a Junior.
It’s used to predict how well students may do on the
SAT - Scholastic Assessment Test – and determines
eligibility for National Merit Scholarships.  The SAT
and ACT–American College Test–are taken as Juniors
and may be taken again.  The SAT is the better known
of the two and is made up of  Math, Critical Reading
and Writing sections.

Another major part of the puzzle to give serious
consideration to are extra curricular activities. There is
big competition for acceptance to colleges, many more
kids today are going on to college. Colleges like to see
that your teen is well rounded.  Nowadays just being
the kid with the highest marks sometimes doesn’t cut
it.  It’s our understanding that the more diverse a

Yout’s in College
Is Intercollegiate Sailing in your Child’s future?
By Mimi Appel

JOHN MOLLICONE, JR
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student looks the better your chances.  One or two
things that make you different from your classmates is
what admissions offices are looking for,  on applica-
tions, and in essays it very important that you convey
your specific uniqueness.  Essays and applications can
be very overwhelming to a teenager.  Parents need to
be supportive and understanding of the “typical
teenage” way of doing things.  Between disagreeing
with every thing an adult suggest, they are busy
growing physically and mentally.  Hormones are
raging; your teen’s major focus is on how to fit in with
the group and how to be alike everyone else.

Sailing is a wonderfully different sport, i.e. extra-
curricular; overall very
few people in the US
sail, much less kids in
the 16-18 year old age
group. Some teens in
the country are fortu-
nate to have a sailing
team at there high
school.  College
coaches, with varsity
teams, look to those
schools for recruitment,
most of us don’t have
that luxury.  If the

Hobie bug has bitten your teen, pat yourself on the
back.  You’ve done them a great service turning them
on to a sport that they can enjoy for a lifetime.   One
of the bigger racers that look good on college applica-
tions include Hobie North American Youth Champi-
onships.   Theses races like the other Championships
are not just or the best sailors in the country, there is
always tons of room for novice sailors.  Most big
“Yout” events have plenty of adult support, some times
in the form of a coach boat that will help the kids in
the back of the pack.  The U. S. Sailing Youth Mu-
lithull Championships are another event that can be
neat experience.  These types of major events qualify
for the Hobie Class Associations’ Grant Program, so
there is some Class funding available.  The US Sailing

Youth Mulithull Championship is January 17-19 in
Long Beach Californian.  The  Hobie North Ameri-
can Youth Championships are in Kingston, Ontairo,
Canada  July 17, 18 and 19.

One very good suggestion for a Hobie kid is to sail,
“out of the box” and get some experience in a small
monohull.  Yacht clubs have sailing schools that are
often open to the public.  Dingy racing is a whole
other world.  It is a great idea to for your Hobie sailing
teen to spend some time sailing/racing dinghies.  Club
420s and FJs, are two person 12 ft. monhulls just some
of classes that are raced on the college circuit.

Next issue we will get into some of the details of
how sailing can effect your choice for college.  In the
mean time…do your homework!

Recommended Reading:
Surviving your Adolescents: How to Manage and Let
Go of Your 13-18 Year Olds, Dr. Thomas W. Phlelan

Get out of My Life, but first could you drive me and
Cheryl to the Mall?, Anthony T. Wolf

Web sites
www.USSailing.org
www.collegesailing.org

HARVARD SAILING TEAM

HARVARD SAILING TEAM
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Chair

Chris Wessels

5600 Lakeview Dr.

Clear Lake, IA  50428

641•357•4577 / 641•423•7638

chriswhobie@yahoo.com

1st Vice Chair

Pat Porter

5316 Hilltop Road

Garden Valley, CA  95633

530.333.9121 / 530.401.4052

dppkporter@yahoo.com

2nd Vice Chair

Donna McIntosh

12427 South 16th Street

Jenks, OK  74037

918.232.7919 / 918.260.1062

kmcintosh@rmi.net

executive
officers

2009hcaboardofdirectors

voting members

DIVISION 1

Dan Williams

45-155 Unahe Place

Kaneohe, HI 96744

808•864•6067

drwilliams@chevron.com

DIVISION 2

Dave Martin

138 Sheridan Dr.

Henderson, NV  89074

702•914•8099

h16music@cox.net

DIVISION 3

Jason Moore

8360 N. Poplar

Fresno, CA  93711

559.906.5336

Miracle877@sbcglobal.net

DIVISION 4

Mark Jones

2595 Derbyshire Place

N. Vancouver, BC  V7H-1R4

604.983.2319

division4com@yahoo.com

DIVISION 5

Stephen Cooley

10952 W Hampden Place

Lakewood, CO  80227

303•619•0572

 MUST429@aol.com

DIVISION 6

Chris Green

2220 Brae Lane

League City, TX 77586

281•352•1325

greencj@bp.com

DIVISION 7

Paul Bommersbach

2015 Hillview Drive

Sioux Falls, SD  27110

605•371•3169

pbommersbach@sio.midco.net

DIVISION 8

Bob Johnson
906 Woodcliff Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33613

813•960•1937
hobiebob@aol.com

DIVISION 9

Loyd Graves

4709 Glen Forest Drive

Raleigh, NC 27612

919.787.0222

lwgraves@mindspring.com

DIVISION 10

Gail Tinker-Stiemsma

9542 East Shore Drive

Portage, MI 49002

269•760•2666

gtinker@flowserve.com

DIVISION 11

Ron LaPorta

120 Netherwood Dr.

Coatesville, PA  19320-1467

610.384.8443

RonLaPorta@verizon.net

DIVISION 12

Dave Heroux

27 Foster Center Rd.

Foster, RI  02825-1326

401.647.3203

davebarbara448@msn.com

DIVISION 13

Alfredo Figueroa

921 Verdi St., Reparto Sevilla

San Juan, PR 00924

(787)-607-1381

vientoyvela@gmail.com

DIVISION 14

Tom Page

P.O. Box 961

Claremore OK 74018-0961

918•232•2598

Tom.Page@hilti.com

DIVISION 15

Brad Stephens

315 N Hwy 79

Panama City Beach, FL 32413

850.235.2281

brad@sunjammers.com

DIVISION 16

Theresa White

601 Demong Drive

Syracuse, NY 13214

315.345.4303

h16tlw@yahoo.com

on the web

International Hobie Class

Association

www.hobieclass.com

Hobie Cat Company USA

www.hobiecat.com

Hobie Product Support

www.hobiecat.com/support

Hobie Community Forums

www.hobiecat.com/community

operational
officers

Women’s
Representative

Danielle Burns

4601 Shisler Rd

Clarence, NY 14031

716.759.1908

daniburns1@verizon.net
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resources

Championships Coordinator

Bridget Quatrone

412 Radcliffe Road

Dewitt, NY 13214

315.446.9868

bqfaces@netzero.net

Guest Expert Program

Coordinator

Kim Edmonds

13323 Eagle View Land

Roland, AR 72135

501.868.8801

hobiegep@littlerockweb.com

HOTLINE Editor

Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp, MI  48382

248.980.7931 (cell)

248.360.7926

hcanews@comcast.net

Scorekeeper

Bill Jeffers

Hobie Feet 204

Syracuse, NY

585.370-9160

hobiescores@yahoo.com

For Local and
Country contacts:

hca-na.org

Hobie Class Association

of North America

www.hca-na.org

Women’s Hobie Cat Racing

www.hca-na.org

Guest Expert Program

www.hc-na.org

Web Master

Rich McVeigh

14813 Fireside Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20905

301.384.3695

rmcveigh@verizon.net

additional resources

Membership Chair

Mike Levesque

45 Patriot Way

Uxbridge, MA 01569 USA

508•278•3887

hobiemembership@gmail.com

Secretary

Kathy Ward

1331 Robertson Way

Sacramento, CA 95818

916.715.3133

Wardkathy@aol.com

Treasurer

John Mork

8504 NW 88th

Oklahoma City OK 73132

405•621•9826 / 405•229•8817

jmork1@cox.net

Youth Program Director

Gordon Bagley

PO Box 1464

Searchlight, NV 89046

702.427.7328

gnbii@msn.com

Race Director

Matt Bounds

3798 Damas Dr.

Commerce Twp, MI  48382

248.980.7931 / 248.360.7926

hcaracedir@comcast.net
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US SAILING is the national governing body for the sport of sailing and merits support through direct membership. USSA’s mission

is to encourage participation and promote excellence in sailing and racing in the United States. Here’s what you get:

• A $10 discount on annual membership dues.
• Discounted entry at every regatta that is hosted by a member club or organization that uses the USSA insurance

program.
• A $20 West Marine coupon with each renewal.
• A free Racing Rules of Sailing book.
• Eligibility for USSA’s outstanding one-design insurance for Hobie Cat-manufactured catamarans.
• Member discounts on USSA gear, clothing and accessories.

Your membership identifies you to US SAILING as a multihull sailor, ensuring your voice is heard at the national level.
Participation in your individual class and in the National Governing Body keeps you in touch and on top of the sport.
Thanks for supporting US SAILING with your membership – John Williams, Program Administrator



NAME: Paul Bommersbach
HOME FLEET: Hobie Fleet 291, HCA Division 7

AGE: Old enough to have a daughter in college
PROFESSION: Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist

HOBBIES: Sailing, Scuba, Snowboarding
LAST BOOK READ: I don't read books
LATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT: Helping promote the Hobie
Way of Life
FAVORITE QUOTE: “You can Sleep when you're Dead!”
WHY I DO WHAT I DO: I love spending time with my own
family and my Hobie Family.  I grew up on a lake, and it
just feels right when I'm sailing.
PROFILE: Started sailing Hobies with my dad in 1980,
have sailed the last seven years with my daugher Erin on
the Hobie 20.  Son Alex sails his own Hobie 16.  Wife
Melinda is usually on committee boat.  The whole family's
into it!
HIS BOAT: Hobie 20, Hobie 14, building a Renegade iceboat

NAME: Caleb Williford
HOME FLEET: Hobie Fleet #68 - Pascagoula , MS
AGE: 36
PROFESSION: Customer service, sales & marketing
HOBBIES: Sailing, bird hunting, saltwater fishing, cooking, golf,
Tinkering
LAST BOOK(s) READ: The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss, The Nasty Bits, by
Anthony Bourdain
LATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT: Convincing our 4-year old to try an oyster
(cooked).  Brave boy.
WHY DO I DO WHAT I DO: Sailing the Hobie 16 offers an incredible
sensation of speed. If you overlook all the fiddling around (impossible),
Hobie sailing can be very inexpensive. Even as a newcomer, I see the
terrific camaraderie between beach cat sailors.
QUOTE: “I can eat fifty eggs” – Cool Hand Luke
PROFILE: Always had an urge to sail.  Two friends put me on an H14
one October day. After soloing a race on a borrowed H16 the next
summer, I was gut-hooked.  It was the sport I’d been wanting for me &
my family. God bless my wife for her patience.
HIS BOAT: Third owner of a 1990 Hobie 16.  Proof that great used
Hobies are out there.




