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was fortunate to have the opportunity to attend the Hobie
40th Anniversary Regatta in Dana Point, California. That
part of the country is beautiful, a gorgeous ocean beach area.
Over 100 boats came from all over and having that many sails on
the beach is rare these days. I was refreshed by the “homey” feel
of the event even though I hardly new any of the competitors.
Everyone was so friendly. It was an honor to finally meet people whose names I had
heard here and there, or read articles about in the Hotline, but never had the opportunity to see face to face.
I have only been sailing about eight years total. However, I do have some found
memories as a kid on my dad’s Catalina 27. I grew up in Sunset Beach, CA which is
about 30 minutes north of Dana Point. My dad had this big sloop and we would head
over to Catalina and stay over the weekend.
Anyway, how does this relate to meeting people at the 40th Anniversary Regatta?
Well, this world is a very small place. I was sitting and sharing stories with Dan
Delave. I told him that I have a secret desire to sail to Catalina Island before I die. I
was hoping to encourage him to get a group of people to go. He asked me how I
know about Catalina (since I live in Iowa) and why I wanted to do it. I recounted a
memory from when I would sail there with my family. There was one trip, in about
1976 or 1977, when it was very windy. We made it across the rough channel to the
harbor and were waiting for our mooring assignment from the harbor master. Off the
stern of our boat, I see a bright orange Hobie 16 with 2 young guys in wetsuits
looking like they barely survived a hurricane.
They looked beat up and tired but with smiles of real accomplishment on their
faces. They asked if they could hang on to our boat so they could make a repair. One
of the guys told me about sailing over the huge waves, ramping off the whitecaps,
trapping out, burying the hulls, etc…. They said it was the most fun they ever had!
At 10 years old, I thought that was the craziest thing I had EVER heard, even
though I surfed, skated and rode motocross back then!
As I am relaying to Dan that this is really why I jumped at the chance to sail a
Hobie 16 in 2001, Dan says “Oh yeah, that was us.” I couldn’t believe that he was
one of the guys I had met in Avalon Harbor almost 30 years ago. He explained that
he and his buddy sailed to Catalina by accident. They were having so much fun in the
windy conditions that they lost track of where they were. It was closer to sail to
Catalina than to return to Long Beach. Wow. What a crazy little world we live in!
So, that’s how the 40th went for me. My daughter, Jordon, and I enjoyed a week in
California together: lots of sight-seeing, great food and a really memorable regatta. I
hope all the other attendees came away with as much as we did. Everyone should be
so lucky.
Chris Wessels
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2008/9 regattaschedule
North American Championships www.hca-na.org

Area Championships

Hobie 16W/16Y
July 17 –19, 2009
Kingston, ONT, Canada
Hobie 16 Open
July 20 –24, 2009
Kingston, ONT, Canada
Hobie 14
August 21–23, 2009
Toronto, ONT, Canada
HAVAMEGA (Wave/17/18/20/Tiger) Nov 7-13, 2009
Lake Havasu, AZ

MidWinters West
MidWinters East
33rd MadCatter

Mar 20–22, 2009
Mar 28–29, 2009
May 16-17, 2009

San Felipe, MEX
Panama City, FL
Syracuse, NY

see NOR next page
www.hca-na.org
www.fleet204.com

HCA Division Regattas (shaded dates are tentative, shaded events are non-points)
Division 1—Hawai’i

Division 7—Prairie States

Contact: Dan Williams–808•864•6067,Rollerskate-hi@clearwire.net

www.hobiecatdivision7.org

Round The Buoys, the first Saturday of each month
Kaneohe Bay, Oahu (non-points)
Division 2—Southern CA / AZ / NV
www.hobiedivision2.com

Division 10—Great Lakes / Midwest
www.HCADivision10.com

Division 3—Northern CA
www.div3.hobieclass.com

Division 13—Mexico/Caribbean/Central America
Contact: Alfredo Figueroa–vientoyvela@gmail.com

Division 15—FL Panhandle, E. LA, AL, MS, W. TN
Contact Brad Stephens - brad@sunjammers.com

Division 16—Upstate NY, Ontario
www.nahca-div16.org
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TED LINDLEY
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.COM
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Criteria for Schedule Inclusion
•
•
•
•
•
•

HCA Sanctioned Events
Alter Cup Qualifiers
Youth Catamaran Events of any kind
Women's Catamaran Events of any kind
Major F-18 Championships
Major regattas that run Hobie One-Design starts (using IHCA Rules), but
may have other brands of catamarans in attendance. No strictly "open"
events (classes determined by Portsmouth numbers).
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hobiehistory
15, 25 & 35 Years Ago

1973

Â Another
innovative Hobie
Cat advertisement the hull-flying
“beach ballet”.

Á Class Variant, Round 1 - The Nov/Dec
1973 HOTLINE had an article wrapped
around this ad that listed all the reasons why
a jib kit was bad for the 14: “All in all, we are
not very enthusiastic about a jib kit for the
Hobie 14. In fact, we can see some areas of
concern in terms of the durability of the boat
with this kit added.”
Ten years later, Hobie Cat would produce the
Hobie 14 Turbo (with the jib kit).

Â This ad had 1973 written all over it - the
logo, the name (“Our Mother Ocean”) and the
products - geared toward the sail / camping
crowd. They did have something with the
name, though - today, Our Mother Ocean is a
conservation foundation based in Florida.

1983
Â Hey! I’m a Cooler! Squeeze Me! The
original Cool Cat soft-sided cooler is
introduced.

Á

The predecessor of the spray top, the
O’Neill Breezebreaker came in two versions one a windbreaker-style body and another
with a body made of wetsuit neoprene. Either
could use optional “Innersleeves” of wetsuit
material when the water was colder.

6
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1983
Â Merry Christmas from Sailing Systems!
(And a more politically correct “Happy
Holidays” from us at the HOTLINE.)

Á They didn’t have a name yet, but an ad
claimed that “these lightweight, epoxy
composite, foam core rudder blades” would
give your Hobie “power steering”.
The EPO rudder was introduced to the world.

Â Class Variant, Round II - Hobie Cat
introduces the Hobie 18 Magnum. While
many enjoyed the extra power and comfort
of the wings, it created a split in the Hobie 18
racing fleet.

1993
Á “If you can read this, I’m no longer in first
place.” If anyone has some original boat
names, send us a photo - you might end up
featured in the HOTLINE!

Â In 1993, the
NAHCA
experimented with a
new concept for the
Nationals - the
“Multi-Boat
Nationals”. The 17s,
18s and 21s shared
a venue in
Jacksonville, FL.
This would be the
predecessor of the
2002 Mega in Ft.
Walton Beach and
the upcoming
HAVAMEGA on Lake
Havasu next year.

www.hca-na.org

Ã A/C Delco signed on with Hobie Cat to
provide event sposorship in 1992 and by
1993 was an advertiser in the HOTLINE.
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justinoffthewire

News and Notes
Farewell, But Not Goodbye
Peter Nelson reports:

After much planning, our ship
has finally come in for our planned
voyage around the world. We have
purchased a 2000 Jeanneau Sun
Odyssey 45.2 lying in Newport, RI.
Current plans (always subject to
change!!) are to leave Seattle in
early/mid December and winter
over along the eastern seaboard –
most likely South Carolina and
warmer climes, then head to the
Mediterranean in the early spring
and spend most of 2009 there. We
expect to come back to Miami, FL
this time next year before departing
for the Caribbean, where we will
spend six months. Then it is six
months in the San Blas/Panama
Canal/Galapagos area, a year in the
So. Pacific, and a year in Australia/
New Zealand. The current plan is
one to four years. It’ll be shorter if
Ruth can’t handle the sailing life;
longer if she gets addicted to it!
Either way, in the words of the
illustrious governor of California,
“I’ll be back!”
My new e-mail address is
nelson.peter1@live.com. This is a
web-based e-mail account that will
allow me to stay in touch with you
wherever I am. For those of you
thinking we are falling off the face
of the earth, we’ll have a Sat phone,
and be using e-mail and Skype.
Finally, I have set up a blog page at
www.sailblogs.com/member/
timewarp1. If you are interested in
8

staying in touch with our journey, I
encourage you to save it as a
favorites or even as a home. That
website will have blog, pictures,
and a map of where we are and
where we have been.
We are both excited, scared, and
sad to be leaving friends and family.
But I have faith the good Lord will
help us reach the goal He placed on
my heart so many years ago. We
hope some of you will come visit us
in the far corners of this world!
Please stay in touch.

Hobie Sailors and Events
Win Awards at US SAILING
One-Design Symposium
Each year, the One-Design
Class Council of US SAILING
puts on a One-Design Sailing
Symposium and honors events and
sailors with their One-Design
Awards.
Max Hinnenberg, the 2007
recipient of the HCA’s Carlton
Tucker Sportsperson of the Year
Award was given the One-Design
Creativity Award for his innovative
“Hobie Therapy” work with head
and spinal injury patients from
Craig Hospital in Colorado. In
addition, Max was the US Sailing
“Sailor of the Week” for November
5–11, 2008.
Clear Lake Yacht Club (Clear
Lake, Iowa) was awarded the OneDesign Yacht Club of the Year
Award for their outstanding onedesign programs, including hosting

the 2005 Hobie 20 and 18 North
Americans, the 2006 Hobie 14
North Americans and the 2008
Hobie 14 / 16W / 16Y / 16 Open
North Americans.
Finally, the Hobie Cat 40th
Anniversary Regatta was given the
One-Design Regatta of the Year
Award for attracting over 100 boats
and putting together a weekend
program of activities and events
unmatched in 2008.
One-Design Class Council
Chairman, Matt Bounds, accepted
the awards on behalf of the
recipients.

New Hobie Sailors!
We have two new little sailors in
the Tulsa Hobie Fleet! Meet Colin
James (below on the right) and
Dylan Jacob (on the left). They
arrived on Saturday morning,
October 11. Mr. & Mrs. Mork and
are both ecstatic, and the boys are
doing great.
Born that same weekend to
Tiger sailors Bob & Stephanie
O’Connor was Teagan Rose, the
newest member of Fleets 295 and
204. Congratulations everybody!
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driver’sseat
The Object at Hand
Artifactica

Matt Bounds, HOTLINE Editor

O

K, I admit it. I’m a collector. I’ve got a base
ment full of treasure (my
wife calls it “junk”) from thirty-five
years of Hobie racing. If something
went into a regatta goodie bag with
a flying H on it, it’s probably down
there. Somewhere. So I think it’s
pretty neat when I hear about other
peoples’ objects d’ Hobie.

Be Careful What You Ask
For - You Just Might Get It
As the HOTLINE Editor, I get
some pretty interesting e-mails. For
example, in the last
issue’s Hobie
History column, I
asked if anyone
still had their
1983 National
Championship belt
buckles. Sure
JOHN KALBFELL
enough, I got the
following from John Kalbfell in
Indiana:
Hey, I was researching this belt
buckle of my dad’s and I found your
challenge to see if some one still had
one and here it is. It is number 0070
of 1000 and attached are some
pictures. It really doesn't do justice to
the craftsmanship of the buckle the
boat looks like it is actually sailing.
It’s not the 1983 buckle, but it’s
very remarkable. Thanks John!
12

Lost In Transition
Earlier this year, I received the
following e-mail:
I recently relocated to California
from Hawaii and the packers
mistakenly packed a Hobie Cat trophy
won by my husband in 1973 at the
Nationals in Key Biscayne. It is one
of his most prized possessions, not
only for the achievement, but also
because it was a beautiful art object.
It was to be returned to Hawaii by
the moving company who now claim
to have lost it. Is there is anyone in
your organization that can give me a
contact for the artist that created the
trophy or, if such beautiful trophy's are
still being presented, an alternate
possibility. Attached is a picture of his
friend's trophy which is a little bigger
than the one lost, but otherwise the
same. - Patricia Goo

PATRICIA GOO

Little alarm bells went off in my
head. I knew I had seen those
trophies before! Out came the old
HOTLINES and it didn’t take me
long to find a picture of Patricia’s
husband Gene, with his 1973
Hobie 16 Nationals first place
trophy (right).
Then, I remembered another
HOTLINE article - “Boats That
Don’t Float”, a profile of Norman
Robinson, the artist who created
these sculptures for Hobie Cat.
Norman Robinson

JOHN KALBFELL
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Turns out that Norman was an
itinerant artist in southern California in the mid-70s. He was
“discovered” by Hobie when a
Hobie Cat exec received one of his
$3.00 wire sculptures as a gift.
Hobie tracked him down and after
a very brief negotiation, Norman
agreed to make trophies for Hobie
Cat. He made over 140 of them in
1973 alone.
Unfortunately, this story does
not have a happy ending. Norman
was 42 in 1973; he would be 77
today. Given his lifestyle in the 70s
it’s unlikely he’s alive, turning out
Hobie sculptures. I sent my
condolences to Patricia Goo - the
trophy was most likely lost forever.

www.hca-na.org

The Coolest Bed Your Kid
Will Ever Sleep In
Lastly, photos came in from
Geoff Becker, a Hobie sailor
hailing from Arnold, MD:
The bed is a Hobie 14 that
someone was giving away or else
taking to the dump. I had looked at
beds you could buy that were made to
look like boats and I thought it would
be cool to make a bed look like a Hobie.
My son Josh loves it!
As much as I hate to see a
Hobie 14 taken out of circulation,
this “adaptive reuse” of the hulls is
preferable than it being put in a
dumpster. Hopefully, Josh will
absorb some Hobie mojo from his
bed and we’ll see him on the water!

GEOFF BECKER

GEOFF BECKER
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Non-skid Repair - Part 1
By Rick Buchanan

F

or many years the standard repair for damaged or missing non-skid (photo below) was
to simply add sand or, even worse, crushed
walnut chips to some fresh paint or gelcoat. Another
method was to use a fine-nap paint roller and roll catalyzed gelcoat on the hull where you needed texture.
However, with this method it was necessary to keep
rolling the gelcoat until it began to cure. Depending
on how rough you needed, or wanted the texture to be,
dictated how long you would keep rolling.
Over the years I tried making molds of the Hobie
factory non-skid from various parts of my Hobie and
“pieces” of hulls. What I found works the best is to
make molds using a catalyzed silicone material. The
Extensive damage from a collision with a monohull.

14

technical name for this is Silicone RTV, or R-1328 A.
To this add a curing agent, R- 1300 TH B. There are
actually three different curing agents, each one having
slightly different properties, and color, than the others.
These products are available from SILPAK, INC,
www.silpak.com. Don’t be intimidated ... it’s no worse
than adding catalyst to resin.
Photo
shows how the materials are packaged.
The base material is very thick, and almost impossible
to mix by hand. To mix the curing agent into the base
material I’ve found a power drill and mixing cylinder
work best, (photo ). It’s even easier if you have
another pair of hands to hold the container for you
while you mix the two parts. As with fiberglass and

1

2

The damage is repaired, but what about the non-skid?
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resin, wear gloves as well as good
arm and leg protection.
Next, find a part of a Hobie in
good shape which is larger than the
area you want to repair. In this
example (photo ), I use a bow
section. Start by washing the area
you want to use, and dry it toughly.
Then (photo ) mark with straight
lines the outline of your mold. You
should have at least one side of the
mold in-line with the original
texture (photo ). This will help
to aline things later on in the
process.
Using a sheet of Plexi-glass, cut
pieces about 1 ½” - 2 “wide and
long enough to “frame” the area
drawn out by pencil (photos ,

3

4

1

2

3

5

67

8

& ). These pieces may need to
be curved slightly to fit the contours
of the deck. Tape everything in
place using duct tape. The tape
must be applied so there are
absolutely no holes. If you’re not
sure, add some water and test it.
To use the least amount of
Silicon RTV, use a carpenter’s level
(photos
& ) to position the
surface as level as possible.
With the mold ready, add the
curing agent to the silicone RTV.
The materials are pre-measured in a

9 bl

4

Non-skid repair magic!

5

6
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kit to eliminate any guess work.
So, add the entire container of
curing agent, insert the mixer and
slowly start mixing. Hold on
firmly to the container or be ready
for a big mess. With the parts
toughly mixed, pour into the
framed mold shape allowing the
silicon RTV to flow out evenly to
all areas (photo ). This type of
silicon is a room temperature
curing product with about 35
minutes of pot life. It takes
anywhere from 15 – 24 hours to
cure. When I use this product, I
mix & pour it and do not to disturb
it until the next day at about the
same time.
The unique thing about this
product is it will not stick to
anything except more silicone
RTV. After 24 hours have elapsed,
slowly pull the new mold out of the
framework you made, and voila!
Your mold is ready to use (photos

7

bm

bn & bo), no more sand or walnut

chips!
In the next issue of the HOTLINE, we’ll review using your new
non-skid mold. So, while you’re
waiting, you will have time to
purchase the materials.
www.silpak.com
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feature

BY JOHN WILLIAMS
PHOTO BY JEFFREY FORTUNA

T

he year I was born, 1968, was
momentous in world history for
a lot of reasons. The Space
Race was raging, giving us a
preview of the long Cold War to come.
The Civil Rights movement was reaching
a climax in the United States and was
echoed by a nationwide labor strike in
France. The war in Viet Nam was dragging on, Laugh-In debuted on TV and
Johnny Cash had a new album, Live at
Folsom Prison. All of this certainly shaped
the world I grew up in, of course, but it
was a far-quieter event in a little beach
town in Southern California that came to
16

have a more direct impact on my life. I
know I am a late-comer to the party – I
didn’t make it to Dubai or Tahiti and I
didn’t do the Mondial Challenge. But I
have been around long enough to know
history when it is being made right in
front of me… and in October 2008, I was
there.
The story is that five Hobie 14s were
pushed off Poche Beach on July 4th in
1968… nature took over and proved the
old adage that the first boat race happened the day the second boat was
finished. Hobie 14 numbers 2 through 6
“raced” in the very first Hobie regatta.

Were there inflatable marks? Probably
not… Was PU there calling the shots?
Possibly… Results have still not been
posted. The important thing was that
this event planted the seeds that would
bloom into a cultural movement that we
often call “the Hobie Way of Life.”
Those seeds bore fruit in 550 fleets
worldwide and well over 100,000 boats
delivered. You’ve lived it and read about
it here in the HOTLINE since the
beginning when this was just a mimeographed bulletin and schedule passed
around among surfing buddies.

NOV / DEC 2008

I was well and truly hooked by the
time I made it to the 1993 Hobie 16
championship in Wildwood, NJ. That
particular event really solidified for me
what it was to be a catamaran sailor; the
atmosphere during a regatta on the beach
when the sun is up and at the party when
the sun is down. I met Wally Myers for
the first time at that event; a salty guy
with an easy smile, he helped me rig up
and offered some rules advice when I
showed how green I was at mark
roundings. I didn’t see much of Wally on
the water, of course, but in the sand and
at the bar, he was affable and modest, a
www.hca-na.org

trait I respect and recognize in a lot of
great cat sailors.
When I got the call to crew on a 16
with Jacques Bernier for the 40th anniversary event, it didn’t occur to me to check
my schedule before booking the trip.
This thing had “epic” written all over it
even before the flyer was published and
the first sponsors signed on. The “Meet
the Legends” party hosted by Fleet 4 at
the Dana Point YC was my first clue that
good luck had put me in the middle of
big happenings again, and the weekend
was chock-full of “pinch me” flashes. I
stood quietly listening to Hobie Sr.,

Sandy Banks, Miles Woods, Wayne
Schafer, Mickey Munoz, Jeff Alter, Hobie
P., and Doug Campbell at various times
as they described the seminal moments,
the casual decisions and the baby-steps,
stumbles and leaps forward in the early
days. Even just standing in line for
dinner was made into a history lesson
when the Super-8 home-movies hit the
screens on either side of the stage at
Doheny State Beach, showing Hobie and
his pals hot-dogging 14s through the surf.

40th anniversary regatta
continues on page 26
17

feature

STORY BY PATTI HENSLER
PHOTO BY TODD WILSON

Iowa rolled out the welcome mat for
competitors. Unfortunately, the wind was a
bit surly - either too much, or too little.

18
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T

wo weeks have passed and the
skin is still peeling from the
sheet burns on my hands.
The bruises are gone, sore muscles
have healed and my energy levels have
recharged. From what I hear from other
competitors, boat repairs are complete
and the Hobie 16 National teams are
once again ready for more regattas.
The Hobie 16 North American
Championships was a five-day event
hosted by Hobie Fleet 10. Fifty-six teams
from all over the United States, Mexico,
Guatemala and Puerto Rico competed.. If
the first two days were any indication, the
extremely light airs threatened to make
this event a soft one. The winds barely
whispered and chilly, grey clouds attempted to dampen first day spirits. The
locals would point to the wind farm on
the edge of the lake and challenge our
pessimism. The wind DOES blow at
Clear Lake and when it does; it screams,
bellows and howls.

The Calm Before the Storm
Optimism enveloped the race committee that Monday morning so all boats
were called off the beach in what could be
called “almost moderate” winds. Two
races were completed without complication. Race number three, however, began
but as competitors struggled to slip
through shallow waters, the race committee called them back to the starting line.
It took less than thirty minutes to realize
that the wind had taken a siesta and
would not be returning to duty that day.
All of us were up the lake without power
so with hands cupped as paddles to swill
the water, we eventually returned to the
beach.
That night we experienced Iowa
hospitality at its best. Monday’s dinner
party at PM Park and Tiki Bar was
labeled “Iowa Casserole Night”. Sailors
and friends brought their voracious
appetites to polish off tater tot casseroles,
www.hca-na.org

veggie or meat lasagna and goulash,
accompanied by an array of salads and
bowls of buns and butter. Once plates
were clean, the biggest selection of
desserts I’ve ever seen in one place was
served. Plate after delicious plate of gooey
delights were hustled out of the kitchen
as fast as we could devour them. The
hard-working and talented women of the
Clear Lake Yacht Club and Hobie Fleet
10 rock for providing that feast. The
scene at the local Rookies Sports Bar was
later buzzing with sailors working off
their dinners while playing pool or
gulping nightcaps.
On Tuesday morning, we wondered,
“how could there be a race when there
was barely a wisp of wind to tickle the
serenity of Clear Lake?” Heaps of trap
suits and life vests dotted the grassy park
and booties sat in solitude scattered along
the beach. Sailors wistfully watched for
any indication of wind while gorging on
PB&J on Wonderbread. Yet the postponement flag hung listless on its pole.
The snoozing wind refused to stir.
Finally, the call came for boats off the
beach. It was nearly 1400 and the wind
was finally starting to rustle. The boats
inched their way through smooth waters.
Optimism grew with hopes to meet the
wind on the starting line. It didn’t take
long for the bobbing boats to tell the real
story. Patience and light-hearted fun
between friends on the water ensued but
with only an occasional flicker of telltales,
the RC called for a “race to the beach”.
All competitors paraded behind the Code
Flag L (follow me) and were instructed to
cross the line. The first boat to the beach
won a bottle of rum. Thus another dead
air day on the water came to an end.

DORINE LAWRENCE

from the fireplace outside the race
headquarters/lodge, spreading its warmth
through the nippy air. Hump Day had a
different greeting – clouds, chills and,
what was this? A howling wind. It
appeared the wind gathered all its energy
from previous days and let it rip.
This was the day that the race committee pulled off seven brutal races, from
0930 to 1700! Wind gusts up to 22 knots
challenged sailors to compete while
keeping sails vertical to the water. Many
unwillingly claimed horizontal positions
and emerged from muddy waters sopping
and cold with drenched sails. Some opted
for a saner day on the beach instead of
racing. By the end of the day, most
participants had fatigue in their bones
and weary faces. Dinner was a quieter
affair that night. War stories were

The Wind Begins to Howl
The “snap, crackle, pop” we heard
Wednesday morning near the race
headquarters was not from someone’s
Rice Krispies in a bowl of milk. It came

TODD WILSON

19

TODD WILSON

With 56 boats on the line, starts
(right) and gate roundings (above)
were hectic. The key was maintaining
clear air upwind and hooking up with
the gusts downwind while staying
clear of nearby competitors. It wasn’t
easy to do.
exchanged between bites of hamburgers,
baked beans, corn and salad. Bedtime
came early for many.

Déjà vu
Waking up the next morning found
many competitors with aching, sore
bodies but most were ready to battle
again. There were a few skippers who
loaded their boats and headed for home
as the chilly winds spread the message
that this wasn’t Jamaica. As for me, I
pumped up my attitude with the mantra
“Nothing can be as bad as yesterday”!
This would be a new day with more
adventure and just a little less wind. Ha!
My mental forecast quickly met with
wild opposition. On the brief walk from
the protected campground to the lake, I
was smacked with furious winds. Sails
were raised and slapped violently in the
wind. Boats were rearing on the shore like
20
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angry stallions. While some sailors
bundled up in wetsuits and warm caps,
hitting the water and zipping to the start
line, others observed and shook their
heads. Control was an issue as the 20
knot winds gusted to 30+. Even the best
sailors were taken to task. At one point so
many boats had flipped, extra forces were
called in to assist. Whether by choice or
mishap, race three found 23 of the 56
teams not competing. Many of the teams
finished five races; a few bruises and
battered boats were the only casualties.
The Pirates Rum Party came as a
welcome relief Thursday night. True to
the generous and lively nature of Division
13’s sailors, the Puerto Ricans were the
perfect hosts. The event at the Yacht Club

TODD WILSON

was high energy with upbeat music,
dancing and rum for everyone. Flavored
rums and various mixers were served in
thermal mugs emblazoned with “Rums of
Puerto Rico”. Every single guest received
as many rum drinks as they could swallow
and took home gifts – the mugs and
wonderful canvas carry bags. Thank you,
Puerto Rico, for another ripping party.

Relief at Last

TODD WILSON
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When the wind took another snooze
on Friday morning, a waiting game
ensued. By noon the leaves on the trees
stirred and telltales rippled. “Off the
beach!” the RC demanded. While waiting
for the breeze to steady itself, the RC
opted for a few practice starts. Three to be
exact, then fooled us by letting us go on
number four. Strange things happened –
some boats got puffs, others languished
but all were able to drift through the
complete course after what seemed to be
hours (well, maybe an hour and a half ).
Thus ended the 2008 16 Open North
Americans.
Packing up boats was a leisurely affair
that afternoon. Rental boats were derigged and returned to Jim Sohn, who so

Bob Merrick / Liza Cleveland (16) duel
downwind with the new North
American Champions, Francisco
Figueroa / Jolliam Berrios (PUR 340).
kindly furnished boats for those who
couldn’t bring their own. Many were
stacked on top of one another on specially
designed trailers for treks across the
country in both directions. There was
plenty of time to laugh and mingle before
the final party that evening.
The Surf Ballroom, one of only two
left in Iowa, was the venue for the party.
It was obvious that this place must have
been a happening scene in its day – a
huge, rambling building with booths and
tables (seats 1500!) encircling a gigantic
dance floor and stage. A back room
brandished a hall of fame, its walls
covered with autographed photos of the
famous acts it hosted through the
decades. (Singer Buddy Holly and the
Crickets played their last gig there in a
wildly popular show called the Winter
Dance Party. It was that night, February
3, 1959, that Buddy and fellow singers
Ritchie Valens and J.P. Richardson, aka
The Big Bopper, boarded a small
21

HAWKEYE HURRICANE
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Breakdowns often decided
races. Matt Bounds / Chris Bradshaw
struggle with a broken jib shackle.

Breakdowns weren’t always
physical. Karl Brogger / Ben Wells
practice their righting technique.

DORINE LAWRENCE

Intensity wasn’t confined
to the heavy air races. Two races were
run in the light air on Monday and
another on Friday. Herb / Sharon
James keep a low profile while
working upwind in the light and
shifty lake conditions.
22
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The pin was often then place to be at the start. Randy / Janet Payne
(467) duke it out with “The Doctor” (Pedro Colon / Monica Cabrera) for the line.

TODD WILSON

Transitions were tough at Amark. Keri Romanufa stuggles to get
back on board after a puff.

When the wind was off, it was
off. Three days were spent bobbing
around, wating for the wind.

DORINE LAWRENCE
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Beechcraft Bonanza in a heavy snow
storm. They were bound for their next
concert but the plane couldn’t gain
altitude and crashed in a nearby cornfield.
The pilot and all passengers were killed.)
Competitors, friends and locals dined
in true Midwestern spirit with chicken
fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy,
corn and ice cream while Bob Dorr and
the Blue Band played rock-n-roll music
along with the blues. It was a festive night
with lots of laughing and story exchanges.
After giveaways were awarded, two of
our most dedicated Hobie members were
honored for their unfailing service before
stepping down from their positions. Lori
Mohney, Major Events Coordinator and
Paul Ulibarri, Race Director, helped make
this Hobie Class Association the great
organization that it is today. We thank
them for their years of dedication.
Race results were cleverly announced
by calling every competitor by name,
starting with the last place boat and
working up. Each team was awarded a
professional color photograph of themselves racing on the water in preceding
days. The matted photograph was a great
memento and a very special touch;
everyone went home a winner, thanks to
photographer Bruce Hanson and sponsor
Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield. \
The evening was capped by the highly
anticipated raffle. At 2200, a brand new
Hobie 16 was raffled. Spirits were high;
every ticket holder had a plan about how
he/she was going to get that new boat
home. Drum roll……….the luck
winner………….78-year-old Charlie
Clemens, Clear Lake’s own avid sailor
and mentor. He loves to spread his love of
sailing and what better way to do it than
on a Hobie?!
Another chapter closes on the Hobie
16 North American Championships…so
another can be written.
Congratulations to Francisco Figueroa
and Jolliam Berrios, the winners in 2008.
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Somtimes, Nice Guys Do Win
Rick Buchanan Awarded Carlton Tucker Sportsperson of the Year Award
From George Burchfiel’s nomination letter

He saw someone leaning on his truck and realized she
was cute, so instead of chasing her off, struck up a
Anniversary Regatta in Dana Point, California. In addition to
good sailing and a great party, the Carlton Tucker Sportsmanship conversation and the rest is history. Early-on they each
owned 18s, so sometimes they would race together and
award was given to the very deserving Rick Buchanan. The
other times they would race against each other.
following is from the nomination letter for Rick:
or most of his adult life, Rick has contributed
They’ve now been married 24 years and have two
his time and effort to support the Hobie Comgrown sons. When their boys were young, they took
munity and has tirelessly done so with friendly
turns staying on the beach taking care of not only
enthusiasm and a helpful
theirs, but other children also in order to allow parents
attitude. Rick’s qualification
to race without worrying about the children. They
has been earned slowly but
called this the Regatta Kids Club.
surely through consistent
Rick has served in multiple capacities at regattas all
positive action; without gloover the Western United States - too many times to
ry, day-in and day-out,
possibly count. He has served as repair man, chase
through thick and thin, over
boat, pin setter, beach captain, PRO, RC member, and
three decades.
even burger flipper at Division Points Regattas and has
Rick got involved in the
similarity served on numerous Nationals and Worlds
VICTOR RODRIGUEZ
Hobie Community back in
events.
the late 70s. He saw Hobie
For 15 years, Rick assisted Ron Palmer and Stoney
Rick and Barb in awesome headwear at MWW
Cats sailing at Lake
Douglas in making the Mid Winters West in San
Naciemento near his college, Cal Poly San Luis
Felipe, Mexico, one of HCANA's premier events. For
Obispo, and knew he had to “have one of those.” A
the past several years, he and Barbara have been the
Hobie 16 was his graduation
sole driving force behind this
present to himself. He moved back
outstanding regatta. In addition to
He saw someone
to Oceanside and was active in a
a fun, well managed and smooth
leaning on his truck
fleet there which was soon merged
running regatta, a notable hallmark
and realized she was
into Fleet 4, San Diego. His
of Rick’s leadership is that he gives
cute . . .
support and contribution to the
public recognition to every youth
success of this and other fleets in Division 2 has
participant in the race. Each one receives a memento
continued ever since.
at the awards ceremony amid great celebration and are
Rick met his wife, Barbara, at a Lake Perris regatta.
welcomed back to future events.
The weekend of October 3-5 found the Hobie Cat 40th

F

The Carlton Tucker Award began as The
NAHCA Sportsperson of the Year Award in
1995. In 1998, it was renamed in honor of
Carlton Tucker, the person who most
exemplified the ideals of the award. It is
given to individuals who promote Hobie
24

sailing, have exemplary sportsmanship,
recruit others to the sport, show support for
the HCA and IHCA, is admired and looked
up to by fellow sailors, and who have
enhanced the quality of sailing within local
fleets and the division.
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I may talk like I’m drunk
was perturbed
Rick taught himself how to
and walk like I’m drunk,
because he had
work with fiberglass and has
but unlike most of you
fallen down
become a master craftsman. He has
guys, I’m not really
twice in one
worked miracles on many crunched
drunk.
day. However,
hulls and has written several
in true
articles for the Hotline. His phone
Buchanan form, he also wrote the
and e-mail are now kept busy from readers asking
good news was he had figured out
more detailed questions. He gladly and freely shares
he was sitting on his legs wrong
his knowledge with these inquirers, however, he asks
and causing his feet to fall asleep,
every caller/e-mailer to join or renew their HCA
“…an easy adjustment to make.” In
membership before they talk. This position is not
TED LINDLEY
required by the HCA but is consistent with Rick’s own the same message he said he was
Rick and Barbara with the Carlton Tucker Award at
looking forward to his therapy
the 40th Anniversary Regatta in Dana Point
session later and that he was sure to
never miss it because “the therapist looks like Heather
Locklear.”
His physical condition caused him to retire early
from his position with the Oceanside Marine Police
Department and he can no longer sail, however he and
Barbara still tow their motor boat all over the place
contributing time and talent to help others enjoy their
Hobie time more. The best thing of all about Rick
Buchanan is his down to earth,
Rick measures a very windy day at MidWinter’s West
honest to goodness, genuine
enthusiasm. It is impossible to
TED LINDLEY
spend more than 60 seconds or so
Rick receives the award from Division 5 Chair and CT Award
with him without having a good
Committee Chairman, Stephen Cooley
chuckle, smile, or other affirmative
response. He is an exemplary
belief in the ideals of the association.
human being and an inspiration to
A mysterious and debilitating nerve disorder has
all that know him and by his long
gripped Rick’s life. Sympathy is neither something he
term consistent contribution to our
wants or needs, however. He openly talks of this
disease with frankness and humor. To a group of racers sport has proven worthy of the
last spring he said, “I may talk like I’m drunk and walk honor afforded by the Carlton
Tucker Award.
like I’m drunk, but unlike most of you guys, I’m not
really drunk.” Last week in an e-mail he told me he

Congratulations Rick, from everyone
in the Hobie Community!
www.hca-na.org
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40th anniversary regatta
continues from page 17

TED LINDLEY
Dan Mangus and Doug Skidmore

The 40th really brought back that
regatta feeling for me, typified by the
deceiving relaxed feel that I have since
discovered takes months of careful
planning. We heard a horn and we
wandered over for the skippers’ meeting.
We shared a snack with old friends on the
trampoline in the sun. We picked up a
couple of things from Jeremy Leonard’s
Surf City Catamarans parts trailer. We
critiqued beach launches before shoving
off ourselves, and watched PU squint into
the distance from the bow of the committee boat while doing math in his head.
We wove through the flotilla of
longboarders on the way back in, all of us

drinking in the salty air and only a few
recognizing how much the boat owes to
the board. The weekend was a study in
Hobie Cat’s enduring spirit and diversification; there was a paddleboard race,
Adventure Islands pedaled and sailed
their way out to watch the regatta, and
classic event t-shirts were everywhere.
Retro boats and sails were sprinkled
through the fleet in homage to the
various patterns, cuts and colors used
through the years, and the modern Tiger
shared the course with the classic 14.
On the water, Jacques and I had a
great time. In between races, it was a real
hoot sailing through the fleet and seeing
so many familiar faces. We finished our
regatta with a flourish that will stick with
me for a long time.
When we set up for the last race on
Sunday, we felt a hard left shift in the
light onshore breeze. As we were timing
the start line, we found ourselves about
halfway to the pin with about three
minutes to go. As the wind backed even
harder, I said, “Skipper, this is shifting.”
Jacques agreed and noticed we were
working pretty hard just to lay the pin.
“I’m doing it,” he said, and I almost
laughed out loud at the kid-in-the-candystore look on his face. He put the nose
down, sailed off below the line and tried

Wayne Mooneyham struggles out through the surf

to sail casually. With less than a minute

to go, we were all alone at the pin end
watching the dogfight
at the committee boat.
Not trusting how
good things were
looking, we got a little
anxious and pulled the
trigger a few seconds
too early, but we still
squeaked out a port
start and sailed into
the right corner,
chasing the nowclocking oscillation.
Sandy Banks and Paul Ulibarri on
We were launched out
the front and rounded the first A-pin an
entire football-field ahead. Neither of us

Even the Hobie Cat factory guys came out to play . . . Matt Miller

TED LINDLEY
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The Legends speak on Saturday evening: Sandy Banks, Wayne Sch

JEFFREY FORTUNA
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hafer, Mickey Muñoz and Doug Campbell

has a lot of tiller time on a 16, so
the race in light air was to try and
not lose too much to
the legends on the
run. By the second
A-pin, we could hear
footsteps – Jeff Petron
was hot on our heels
and we were clearly
outmatched on
boatspeed. We pulled
off some positioning
wizardry to keep
ourselves between Jeff
JEFFREY FORTUNA
and the finish, and I
n the signal boat
thought we’d done the
impossible as we closed the final
distance. As we held Jeff off and

made our final gybe, now just yards away
from a perfect race, I looked up to see our
folly; Wally had watched our duel with
Petron, overstood on the starboard lay,
and was now slipping smoothly across the
swells with a hundred yards of momentum and apparent wind on his side.
“Starboard.” He said it quietly and
with a big grin. There was no way we
could cross him – we were still trying to
get back up to speed after the slow gybe.
Myers passed us to take the bullet only a
few feet from the finish.
On the sail back to the beach, Jacques
bemoaned our loss at length and with
color. I didn’t begrudge him the invective
– he’s a competitive sailor accustomed to
the front of whatever fleet he’s in at the
time. I couldn’t help taking a moment to
myself, however, as the sun shone on my
face… we had finished up the 40th pretty

TED LINDLEY
Hobie Alter

plan in the sand before I was born… a
plan that had been the touchstone for an
entire culture and attitude. As Jacques
picked out a wave and hooked us up,
whooping his delight and sheeting hard
past the longboarders, I have to say I was
deeply grateful. The weight of my 40
years and all that had passed was featherlight and easy. Thanks, Hobie.

much just as the 1st had been described to
me – light air, a good swell and a nice
break. We’d port-tacked the fleet on a
PU start line – the bottle of wine and the
obligatory “I could have shut you down”
from our buddies was an easy toll to pay.
Wally, who’d been there when I first got
into this game, had barely squeezed us
out. We’d shared the racecourse, the food,
the drink and the space with people
directly responsible for scratching out a

KATE BLOUNT
John Ross-Duggan heads out through the surf

Hobie Cat factory/facilities VP Hugh Greenwald

Everyone wore their T-shirts proudly

SEAN DOUGLAS
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resources

2008/9hcaboardofdirectors
executive
officers
Chair
Chris Wessels
5600 Lakeview Dr.
Clear Lake, IA 50428
641•357•4577 / 641•423•7638
chriswhobie@yahoo.com
1st Vice Chair
Pat Porter
5316 Hilltop Road
Garden Valley, CA 95633
530.333.9121 / 530.401.4052
dppkporter@yahoo.com
2nd Vice Chair
Donna McIntosh
12427 South 16th Street
Jenks, OK 74037
918.232.7919 / 918.260.1062

voting members
DIVISION 1
Dan Williams
45-155 Unahe Place
Kaneohe, HI 96744
808•864•6067
drwilliams@chevron.com

DIVISION 5
Stephen Cooley
10952 W Hampden Place
Lakewood, CO 80227
303•619•0572
MUST429@aol.com

DIVISION 9
Loyd Graves
4709 Glen Forest Drive
Raleigh, NC 27612
919.787.0222
lwgraves@mindspring.com

DIVISION 13
Alfredo Figueroa
921 Verdi St., Reparto Sevilla
San Juan, PR 00924
(787)-607-1381
vientoyvela@gmail.com

DIVISION 2
Dave Martin
138 Sheridan Dr.
Henderson, NV 89074
702•914•8099
h16music@cox.net

DIVISION 6
Chris Green
2220 Brae Lane
League City, TX 77586
281•352•1325
greencj@bp.com

DIVISION 10
Gail Tinker-Stiemsma
9542 East Shore Drive
Portage, MI 49002
269•760•2666
gtinker@flowserve.com

DIVISION 14
Tom Page
P.O. Box 961
Claremore OK 74018-0961
918•232•2598
Tom.Page@hilti.com

DIVISION 3
Jason Moore
8360 N. Poplar
Fresno, CA 93711
559.906.5336
Miracle877@sbcglobal.net

DIVISION 7
Paul Bommersbach
2015 Hillview Drive
Sioux Falls, SD 27110
605•371•3169
pbommersbach@sio.midco.net

DIVISION 11
Ron LaPorta
120 Netherwood Dr.
Coatesville, PA 19320-1467
610.384.8443
RonLaPorta@verizon.net

DIVISION 15
Brad Stephens
315 N Hwy 79
Panama City Beach, FL 32413
850.235.2281
brad@sunjammers.com

DIVISION 4
Mark Jones
2595 Derbyshire Place
N. Vancouver, BC V7H-1R4
604.983.2319
division4com@yahoo.com

DIVISION 8
Bob Johnson
906 Woodcliff Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33613
813•960•1937
hobiebob@aol.com

DIVISION 12
Dave Heroux
27 Foster Center Rd.
Foster, RI 02825-1326
401.647.3203
davebarbara448@msn.com

DIVISION 16
Theresa White
601 Demong Drive
Syracuse, NY 13214
315.345.4303
h16tlw@yahoo.com

Women’s
Representative
Danielle Burns
4601 Shisler Rd
Clarence, NY 14031
716.759.1908
daniburns1@verizon.net

kmcintosh@rmi.net

operational
officers
Membership Chair
Mike Levesque
45 Patriot Way
Uxbridge, MA 01569 USA

on the web

508•278•3887
hobiemembership@gmail.com

International Hobie Class

Hobie Class Association

Kathy Ward

Association

of North America

1331 Robertson Way

www.hobieclass.com

www.hca-na.org

Hobie Cat Company USA

Women’s Hobie Cat Racing

www.hobiecat.com

www.hca-na.org

Secretary

Sacramento, CA 95818
916.715.3133
Wardkathy@aol.com

Treasurer
John Mork
8504 NW 88th
Oklahoma City OK 73132
405•621•9826 / 405•229•8817
jmork1@cox.net

1 HAWAII

Hobie Product Support

Guest Expert Program

www.hobiecat.com/support

www.hc-na.org

Hobie Community Forums

For Local and
Country contacts:
hca-na.org

www.hobiecat.com/community

Youth Program Director
Gordon Bagley
PO Box 1464
Searchlight, NV 89046

additional resources

702.427.7328
gnbii@msn.com
Race Director
Matt Bounds
3798 Damas Dr.
Commerce Twp, MI 48382
248.980.7931 / 248.360.7926
hcaracedir@comcast.net
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Championships Coordinator

Guest Expert Program

HOTLINE Editor

Scorekeeper

Web Master

Bridget Quatrone

Coordinator

Matt Bounds

Bill Jeffers

Rich McVeigh

412 Radcliffe Road

Kim Edmonds

3798 Damas Dr.

Hobie Feet 204

14813 Fireside Ave.

Dewitt, NY 13214

13323 Eagle View Land

Commerce Twp, MI 48382

Syracuse, NY

Silver Spring, MD 20905

315.446.9868

Roland, AR 72135

248.980.7931 (cell)

585.370-9160

301.384.3695

bqfaces@netzero.net

501.868.8801

248.360.7926

hobiescores@yahoo.com

rmcveigh@verizon.net

hobiegep@littlerockweb.com

hcanews@comcast.net
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HCA Youth Grants
Purpose of the Youth Grant
The purpose of the Youth Grant
shall be to assist Junior and Youth
sailors in attending Championship
Hobie Cat events, including, but
not limited to:
• Youth events sanctioned by the
Hobie Class Association of
North America
• Youth events sanctioned and
organized by the International
Hobie Class Association and
held in conjunction with other
IHCA Worlds events
These Youth Grants shall be
issued without financial obligation
on the part of the receiving teams,
however, the Youth Grants shall be
subject to the terms and conditions
as set forth in these guidelines.

Selection Process
such action. They may sail as a
skipper or crew in those events.
Teams must submit the following documents to apply for an
HCA Youth Grant:
1) An essay explaining why they
should receive the Grant.
2) A resume of sailing training and
experience.
3) Planned expenses for the event
in question.
4) A list of HCA sanctioned
regattas attended in the current
year and finish positions.
5) A personal reference (parent or
coach, for example) must be
named to provide assistance in
administration, disbursement
and management of the Youth
Grant.

Grant Request Guidelines
The following parameters are
those that have been set forth by
the HCA Executive Council as the
minimum criteria to be met by
youth teams wishing to apply for a
financial grant for attending
eligible events.
• Both skippers and crews must
be HCA members.
• Skippers must sail in at least
three (3) HCA-sanctioned
events during the qualifying
season prior to petitioning for a
grant. Exceptions may be made
at the Council’s discretion when
seasonal considerations justify
30

At the conclusion of the event
the following must be submitted:

All Youth Grant requests shall
be submitted to the current HCA
Youth Chairperson 60 days prior to
the event. No requests subsequent
to that date will be considered for
that year.
Youth Grant requests shall be
reviewed by the HCA Council and
awards to qualified teams shall be
announced a minimum of 30 days
prior to the event. To be considered
for a Youth Grant, all information
requested must be provided by the
due date, without exception.
Youth Grants shall be awarded
based on several factors, including
but not limited to: funds available,
number of requests received, needs
of the individual teams, and
requirements of established youth
programs serving a number of
Youth teams.
Questions should be directed by
e-mail to the current HCA Youth
Chairperson: Gordon Bagley,
gnbii@msn.com

• A detailed expense report
outlining expenditures
and disbursement of the
Youth Grant monies,
signed by the reference
individual.
• An article about their
experience in the event in
question, to subsequently
be submitted to the
HOTLINE through the
HCA Youth Chairperson.
TODD WILSON
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US SAILING is the national governing body for the sport of sailing and merits support through direct membership. USSA’s mission
is to encourage participation and promote excellence in sailing and racing in the United States. Here’s what you get:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A $10 discount on annual membership dues.
Discounted entry at every regatta that is hosted by a member club or organization that uses the USSA insurance
program.
A $20 West Marine coupon with each renewal.
A free Racing Rules of Sailing book.
Eligibility for USSA’s outstanding one-design insurance for Hobie Cat-manufactured catamarans.
Member discounts on USSA gear, clothing and accessories.

Your membership identifies you to US SAILING as a multihull sailor, ensuring your voice is heard at the national level.

Participation in your individual class and in the National Governing Body keeps you in touch and on top of the sport.
Thanks for supporting US SAILING with your membership – John Williams, Program Administrator
32
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NAME: Dave Heroux
HOME FLEET: Rhode Island Hobie Fleet 448
AGE: 53
PROFESSION: Facility maintenance and repair at Brewer
Yacht Yards
HOBBIES: Sailing Hobies, Sailing offshore, traveling, meeting
new friends, fixing and repairing anything, skiing, and living.
LAST BOOK READ: My Traitor’s Heart, by Rian Malan
LATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT: Made it through another long
sailing season without getting hurt or divorced.
WHY DO I DO WHAT I DO: The Hobie Way of Life satisfy all of
my hobbies and the way I live. I work and play on the water, I
travel and ski with Hobie people, and I meet some of the greatest
friends at Hobie events.
QUOTE: “Only stupid people don’t ask questions.”
PROFILE: Drove trucks 22 years, enviromental tech, boat yard
mechanic, firetruck mechanic, landlord, marine maintenance,
skydiver, scuba, volunteer fireman, have four brothers, been
an overall nut, and been lucky enough to have Barbara
Powers by my side for 28 years.
HIS BOAT: Force 5, H-14, H-16, had a H-18, and a Tiger.

NAME: James Orkins
HOME FLEET: Hobie Fleet 4, San Diego, California
AGE: Younger than Jeff Alter but older than his kids...
PROFESSION: Corporate Strategy & Product Management
HOBBIES: Sailing, kitesurfing, snow skiing/
boarding, wakeboarding, beach volleyball,
teaching my new puppy (Jake) cool tricks!
LAST BOOK READ: Blown Away - an incredible
story of a family’s open ocean sailing adventure on
an old wooden ketch in the 1980s.
LATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT: Throwing a little
regatta/party at Dana Point for the “40th something”....
WHY DO I DO WHAT I DO: The excitement of sailing a Hobie Cat in 15+ knots, doubletrapped, racing against some of the best sailors in the country is a thrill that compares to no
other! (except maybe jumping 30+ feet off the top of a wave and doing a 360 while kitesurfing!)
QUOTE: “The journey is the reward...” - Chinese Proverb
PROFILE: Started racing yachts about 8 years ago in San Francisco and then continued in Los
Angeles, but once I moved to San Diego and sailed a Hobie Cat, I realized how much more
exciting sail racing really could be, and have loved it ever since!
HIS BOAT: An ’02 Hobie 16 that’s probably been flipped over more than any other... (growing
pains I guess...)

